RESOLUTION NO.: _35—2013-14

TO THE HONORABLE, THE OUTAGAMIE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: MAJORITY

The Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway, which stretches 280 miles from Prairie du Chien
to the Port of Green Bay, was formed to exemplify and to promote the natural,
recreational and historic resources within the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers corridor and to
create additional opportunities for historic interpretation, education, recreation and
tourism. As part of the project’s ten year undertaking, seventeen lock sites previously
closed along a 39 mile stretch of the Lower Fox River have been transferred to the State
of Wisconsin, with the majority undergoing restoration. The Fox-Wisconsin Heritage
Parkway will result in an overall boost to Wisconsin’s economy and will provide
opportunities for greater shared resource management. This resolution supports the
10 mission of the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway and commits to an annual contribution
11 of $150.
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13 NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned members of the Property, Airport, Recreation and
14 Economic Development Committee recommend adoption of the following resolution.

15 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does support the mission
16  of the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway, and

17 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does approve
18  of the annual $150 contribution to be paid from the County Board Dues and Subscriptions cost center,
19 and

20 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Clerk be directed to forward a copy
21  of this resolution to the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway Organization, the Outagamie County
22  Legislative Services Manager and the Outagamie County Executive.

23 Dated this day of July, 2013

24 Respectfully Submitted,

25 PROPERTY, AIRPORT, RECREATION &

26 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

27

28

29
30 Dean Culbertson Mike Thomas
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Tanya Rabec Travis Thyssen

Joy Hagen

Duly and officially adopted by the County Board on:

Signed:

Board Chairperson County Clerk

Approved: Vetoed:

Signed:

County Executive
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Fox-Wisconsin

'he Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway
PO Box 204 RS ' ’
Kimberly, WI 54136
Heritage Parkway (920} 707-2965

What is the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway?
The Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway is a grass-roots, community-driven nonprofit working along the Fox and Lower
Wisconsin rivers to preserve, promote and celebrate the heritage of our rivers.

We tell the many compelling stories of our collective history, build regional collaboration, facilitate cooperation
between heritage and natural resource sites, leverage resources to enhance visitor experience and promote the corridor
to encourage increased pride of place, tourism, and economic development.

The Heritage Parkway Will Benefit Wisconsin

The Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway, a 280 mile historic waterway in Wisconsin comprised of the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers and their surrounding lands, shall exemplify and promote the natural, recreational, and historic
resources within the corridor, and create additional opportunities for historic interpretation, education, recreation, and
tourisim.

Goals of the Heritage Parkway

e Enhance and promote regional heritage while vitalizing local identities.

e Connect the historic, natural and recreational resources from Green Bay to Prairie du Chien.

e Establish a fully connected, green trail that provides opportunities to interact with the resources of the Parkway.
e Create a multi-use national water trail.

e Facilitate historic interpretation of the themes of national significance.

s Better our quality of life and pride of place.

e Increase tourism and economic development while preserving cultural and natural assets.

The Benefits of the Heritage Parkway

¢  Cultural heritage tourism brings new businesses, jobs, higher property values, and tourism.

e When environmental, heritage, and tourism-related entities partner with their communities, historie, cultural, and
natural resources are more effectively preserved, interpreted, and promoted.

e Assistance with interpretive master planning, identifying sites for interpretation, verifying historical information
and events,

»  Opportunities for cross promotion for activities with national exposure.

e Cultural and heritage tourism remains one of the fastest growing segments of the travel industry. The Parkway
will allow small communities to better utilize cultural and environmental resources to attract visitors.

Recent Highlights

e Completed: Interpretive Master Plan, Economic Development Plan, and Strategic Operations Plan

»  Developed numerous community partners who support the Parkway including 25 historic sites, 19 municipalities
and 8 local businesses.

¢ Brought over 1000 visitors to area municipalities through the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Paddle events.

Next Steps

» Continue to garner Partners within Parkway communities.

e Finalize development of the Water Trail.

Develop 14 ADA accessible landings.

Renovate and reuse lock tender houses 1o serve as overnight vacation rentals.
Create and Promote Travel Iltineraries

Host an International Engineering and Design Competition

PO Box 204, Kimberly, WI 54136, (920) 707-2965
www. heritageparkway.org officer@heritageparkway.org



