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Master Planning Process Moving Forward

E

Mike Hibbard, Director

xciting news is on the horizon as
we set long-term goals for Mosquito
Hill Nature Center. This past
September, the Outagamie County Parks
Department hired Rettler Corporation, a
landscape architecture consulting firm
from Stevens Point, to formulate a master
plan for the MHNC property. The two
primary goals of this plan are to integrate
the newly acquired 11 acres on top of
Mosquito Hill with our existing 430 acres,
and to help shape the future of our nature
center’s programs and outdoor facilities.
A public input session was held on
September 5, with more than 50 people
in attendance. We gathered information
about what features and amenities of the
nature center were popular, what areas
could use improvement, and suggestions
for future uses and development of the
property.
Afterwards, an online survey was
formulated and posted on the MHNC
and Outagamie County Parks websites
to gain additional public input. A total
of 235 people completed the survey, and
data was compiled by Rettler Corporation.
Utilizing the results of the September
meeting and the survey, three master
plan concept designs were presented at a
public meeting on November 12. The 30plus people in attendance were invited to
offer suggestions and comments on the
three designs. An online public comment
period is also offered (see box).
After the comment period closes, the
project will move into the final phase.
Data gathered will be used to help prepare
the final plan. Rettler Corporation will
develop high-level cost estimates of all

proposed projects for the purpose of
capital improvement planning. This plan,
with cost estimates, will be presented to
the Property, Airport, Recreation and
Economic Development Committee of
Outagamie County.
Rettler Corporation will also provide
recommendations on how, in the future,
we can better measure and quantify
nature center visitation and use. Please
note that Friends of Mosquito Hill are still
proceeding on our Capital Campaign for
remodeling our indoor exhibits.
We encourage you to visit the MHNC
website to view the design plans and offer
your suggestions. We want as many people
as possible to comment on the designs.
Thanks to all who have participated
so far. We are looking forward to all the
possibilities for future development and
your part in the process.

Your Opinion is
Important to Us!
We want to know your thoughts on
the conceptual designs. Please visit
www.mosquitohill.com and click on
the Mosquito Hill Master Plan tab to
view the three design options and offer
your input. What do you like? What
do you dislike? Do you prefer some
components of one plan and some
from another? Here’s your opportunity
to be part of the planning process. The
final date for public comments will be
posted on the website. We appreciate
your involvement!

Our Mission

The Friends of
Mosquito Hill (FOMH)
support, promote and
enhance Mosquito
Hill Nature Center.
(MHNC) We realize
this mission through
volunteerism,
fundraising and our
shared passion for
nature.

Follow Mosquito Hill
Nature Center!

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
mosquitohillnaturecenter
Twitter: @mosquitohill
Instagram:
mosquitohillnaturecenter

Published by
Friends of Mosquito
Hill, Inc.
New London, WI
www.mosquitohill.org

Adam Brandt Joins
MHNC Staff

Vintage Market Memories

Naturalist’s orner

C

Vintage Market on the Hill was held September 16 and,
once the mosquitoes settled down, our 800+ visitors were
treated to a beautiful day to browse and shop the 50
vendors located here and at Whistler’s Knoll Vineyard,
Hortonville.
Our raffle drawing was held that day, and we’re pleased
to announce the winners:

Happy Groundhog Day

• $1500 – Pat Van Straten, Shiocton
• $1000 – Annette Hart, Hortonville
Adam Brandt shared he is “beyond excited to be
the new park ranger and naturalist at Mosquito
Hill.”
He joined us in mid-September and dove right
in to teaching and maintenance projects. Adam
is a graduate of UW-Stevens Point where he
took classes in natural resource management,
youth programming, adventure education and
environmental education.
Prior to working here, Adam gained numerous job
experiences. He worked in maintenance at a state
park, as an educator at an environmental center,
led field programs for environmental charter
schools and directed a 90-acre camp property in
Central Wisconsin.
Adam, his wife, Marissa, and their daughter,
Elliana, are very happy to now be living in
Clintonville, where they can be close to family and
Mosquito Hill. They look forward to many years
here and to meeting everyone soon.

Holiday Closures
The nature center interpretive building and
office will be closed December 24 & 25, and
December 31 & January 1.
The Mosquito Hill staff wishes you and your
family peace and joy this holiday season.
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• $500 – Amber George, Freedom
• Amazon Show personal assistant – Janice Moe, Iola
Many thanks to all the volunteers who worked tirelessly
to make this day a success. Thanks to all who purchased
raffle tickets in support of our fundraising efforts.

Mike Hibbard, Director

N

o, this is not a review of a Bill Murray movie;
instead it is a look at one of only a handful
of Wisconsin’s true hibernating mammals.
According to many sources, Groundhog Day, observed
on February 2, has its origins in the early Christian
holiday of Candlemas Day. This day is the half-way
point between the Winter Solstice and the Spring
Equinox, when clergy blessed candles and distributed
them to people in the dark of winter.
Superstition held that if the day was sunny and clear,
people could expect a long, rough winter, but if the
sky was cloudy, warm weather would arrive soon. The
Germans then expanded on this tradition, introducing
the hedgehog to the mix. They believed, according to
the Groundhog Day website,
that if the sun appeared and the
hedgehog saw his shadow, there
would be six more weeks of bad
weather, or a “second winter.”
Many early German settlers to
America brought this tradition
with them, switching out the
hedgehog for the groundhog or
woodchuck (Marmota monax),
which was found in their new
home.
According to the National Wildlife
Federation, “although groundhogs may not be the
best weather predictors, they do, in fact, emerge from
dens in early February. This is the practice of males as
they rouse themselves to wander around their two- to
three-acre territories in search of burrows belonging
to females, which the males will enter and where
they may spend the night. Research suggests that no
mating takes place at this time; the visits probably
just let the animals get to know one another so that

they can get right down to the business of breeding
when they emerge for good in March.”
Now, back to the matter at hand: hibernation. True
hibernation, according to many experts, is a prolonged
state of suspended animation when a mammal reduces
its pulse and breathing rates to almost non-detectable
levels. This sluggish metabolism also lowers the
o
animal’s body temperature from near 98 F to a chilly
o
36-38 F. The groundhog’s heart rate decreases from
80 beats per minute to just 4 or 5 beats per minute.
In addition, a groundhog’s respiratory rate slows from
25-30 breaths per minute to only one breath every 5
or 6 minutes.
Groundhogs start to accumulate
excess fat in August and
September to utilize while
they hibernate. Adults begin
hibernating in October while
yearlings and juveniles wait until
November.
Hibernation usually ends between
mid-February and early March.
During hibernation—150 days
without eating—a woodchuck
will lose no more than a fourth
of its body weight, thanks to all
the energy saved by the lower
metabolic rate. Some of that fat also helps the animals
survive after emerging in early spring when food is still
scarce.
So, when Groundhog Day rolls around, take comfort
in knowing that the tradition of predicting the weather
based on the groundhog seeing its shadow is based
mostly on superstition rather than scientific fact.
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Calendar
of

Events

Shiocton Christmas
Bird Count
Friday, December 14,
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Take a break from the holiday hustle and
join nature center staff and volunteers for a
day counting birds in the field. We’ll break
for a potluck lunch, always featuring warm
soups and yummy desserts. Call ahead if
you would like to take part.

Snowshoe Trails Open
and Rentals Available
Tuesday – Sunday,
9:30 AM – 2:00 PM
Take in the quiet beauty of our lower trails or
an invigorating hike to the top of Mosquito
Hill! We have snowshoes to fit just about
everyone from ages 4 and older. Please call
ahead to check on trail conditions. Advance
reservations for groups of 10 or more are
recommended.
Snowshoe Rental: $3.50/adults, $2.50/
students & seniors; FOMH: no charge.
Trail use with your own snowshoes: no
charge.

Wolf Cub Workshop –
Paws on the Path
Saturday, January 12,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Director Mike Hibbard will teach Wolf
Cubs how to prepare for a hike and how to
respect the land by understanding Leave
No Trace Principles and the Outdoor Code.
Take a one-mile hike or snowshoe hike and
learn about the plants and animals that live
here. Finish up with s’mores around the
campfire! Space is limited.
$8/scout. Registration and payment due
January 1.

Torchlight Snowshoe
Walks
Saturdays, January 19 &
February 9, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Enjoy this self-led tiki torch-lit excursion on
groomed snowshoe trails. Hot beverages
will be served and all snowshoe equipment
is provided. A $2 discount is available
to participants who bring their own
snowshoes.
$8/adults, $6/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due one week prior
to each event.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: The
Odd Couple
January 17, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Don Baumgartner and Jean Klein are back
to share their latest adventure: paddling
down the Noatak River in the Alaskan
Arctic. The longtime friends and paddling
partners, who have dubbed themselves
“the odd couple” share, “between the
weather and the bears there was never a
dull moment.” Their photos and exploits
will warm your chilly Thursday morning.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH
Advance reservations appreciated but walkins also welcome.

A Super Moon Eclipse!
Monday, January 21
8:30 – 11:00 PM
When a full moon, super
moon, and full lunar eclipse all fall on the
same night, there’s no better way to enjoy it
than a hike at Mosquito Hill. Join naturalist
Adam Brandt on this special evening
when all 3 celestial events coincide. Learn
about these lunar events and enjoy the
property after dark. An indoor program
will be followed by a guided walk and time

Yin Yoga

www.mosquitohill.com
to view the night sky through telescopes.
Participants are asked to bring a headlamp
or flashlight and dress for the weather.
$6/adults, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due January 12.

30th Annual Mosquito
Hill Snowshoe Race
Saturday, January 26,
staggered morning start times.
Run or walk a 1-mile, 3-mile or 5-mile route
throughout the nature center property. An
800-meter race for children is also planned.
All courses are groomed and fairly flat. Race
fees include refreshments, a chili lunch,
Mosquito Hill goody bag, prizes to top
finishers and admission to Winter Family
Fun Day starting at 12:00 noon.
Pre-race day fees: $20 for the 1, 3, and
5-mile race and $10/kids’ race.
Race day fees: add $5. Entry fees are nonrefundable. Visit www.mosquitohill.com for
registration forms and updates.

Winter Family Fun
Day
Saturday, January 26,
12:00 – 3:00 PM
Join us for some family-friendly activities at
our annual fun day in the snow. Participate
in the exciting Family Olympics challenge
for fun and prizes. Play a round of human
foosball. Young children will enjoy sliding
down the otter slide and making a winter
craft; everyone will like the leisurely
snowshoe walk. Warm yourself by the
campfire and roast some marshmallows.
Hot food and beverages will be for sale.
$10/car admission.

Tuesdays, February 5, 12, 19 &
26, 6:00 – 7:00 PM
Yin yoga consists of a series of
poses that work the connective tissues in
the lower part of the body. These passive
poses are held for up to five minutes with
the aid of straps, blocks, bolsters and other
yoga props. This is a slow-paced class
appropriate for those with the ability to
move through seated, standing, kneeling
and reclined positions. The instructor is
naturalist Jessica Miller, who is a certified
yoga instructor.
$25/4-week class or $8/session. Pay in
advance or walk-ins welcome.

Weave Your Own
Laundry Basket
Saturday & Sunday,
February 9 & 10,
9:30 AM – 2:30 PM each day
Weave a large, durable basket to hold
laundry, toys, or use as a catch-all container.
Choose the shape of the solid wooden
base: round or rectangular, and reed colors.
No weaving experience is necessary. You
do need to attend both days. Artisan clay
handles will be available for an additional
fee as well as stain for your finished basket.
$155. Registration payment due January 29.

Backyard Bird Feeding
Saturday, February 16,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Who doesn’t like to see
feathered friends in their yard? Join
naturalist Adam Brandt to discover
what you can do to successfully attract
an assortment of birds in a way that is
beneficial for all. Following the program,
stick around to build your own unique bird
feeder to take home.
$10/person, $7/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 8.

Snowshoe and
Discover
Saturday, February 23,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
What better way to get out and enjoy our
Wisconsin winters than to experience it on
snowshoes! Join naturalist Jessica Miller as
she guides you around the nature center
property to learn the flora and fauna that

survive the cold and snowy months in
Northeast Wisconsin.
$6/person or $10/household. Registration
and payment due February 16.

Celebrating Aldo
Leopold Weekend:
Green Fire
Documentary
Screening
Saturday, March 2, 11:30 AM
Green Fire is a full-length documentary
about legendary conservationist Aldo
Leopold. The film explores Leopold’s life in
the early part of the twentieth century and
the many ways his land ethic idea continues
to be applied all over the world today. The
73-minute film shares highlights from
Leopold’s life and extraordinary career,
explaining how he shaped conservation
in the twentieth century and still inspires
people today. Although probably best
known as the author of the conservation
classic, A Sand County Almanac, Leopold is
also renowned for his work as an educator,
philosopher, forester, ecologist and
wilderness advocate.
No charge.

Build Your Own Aldo
Leopold Bench
Saturday, March 2,
1:00 – 4:00 PM
Build a comfortable, sturdy, outdoor
Leopold bench constructed of 2-inch
dimensional cedar lumber. All materials
will be pre-cut and ready to assemble. Your
bench will last outdoors for years with no
upkeep, weathering gracefully as the years
roll on.
$80/bench, $75/students, seniors, FOMH &
includes all materials and instruction.
Registration and payment due February 18.

Deer Antler Handle
Basket
Sunday, March 3,
9:00 AM – 2:30 PM
Each basket will be unique. Start with a
wood base with a deer image laser-cut
into the wood. Then choose an antler
for the handle. Your basket width will be
determined by the antler size. No weaving
experience is necessary. Stain for your
completed basket will be available for
an additional fee. $95. Registration and
payment due February 22.

Bear Cub Workshop –
Fur, Feathers and
Ferns Saturday, March 9,
1:00 – 3:00 PM

From tracks and scat to nests and burrows,
signs of animals are all around. Take a
one-mile hike with director Mike Hibbard
while searching for evidence. Learn about
protecting habitat as well as endangered
and extinct animals. Enjoy a campfire and
s’mores after the hike. Space is limited.
$8/scout. Registration and payment due
March 1.

Restorative Yoga
Sunday, March 10,
1:00 – 2:30 PM
Restorative
yoga
is
a
therapeutic practice that allows for
relief of tension and stress. Postures are
practiced on the floor with the support
of props such as bolsters, blankets and
blocks and are held anywhere from 2 to 15
minutes. Experience gentle stretching and
strengthening of the body. Leave feeling
refreshed and rejuvenated. Please arrive 1015 minutes early. The instructor is naturalist
Jessica Miller, certified yoga instructor.
$15/person. Registration and payment due
February 26.

Saving the Osprey: A
Success Story
Saturday, March 23,
1:00 – 2:30 PM
When listed as an endangered species in
1972, Wisconsin had fewer than 90 osprey
pairs. Learn how raptor rehabber, Pat
Fisher, The Feather Raptor Rehabilitation
Center, New London, has worked for 15
years to restore osprey populations in
Northeast Wisconsin. She’s working with
local utility companies and communities
in Waupaca and Outagamie counties to
provide nesting platforms and monitor the
birds at all 30 locations. Pat will also discuss
how, surprisingly, eagles are hindering the
process.
$6/person or $10/household. Registration
and payment due March16.

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920.779.6433 or email mary.swifka@outagamie.org.
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View From The Hill is published
four times per year by
Friends of Mosquito Hill,
Inc.
New
London,
WI
www.mosquitohill.org
Board:
Jared Ashland, Appleton
Rod Gedemer, Weyauwega

Harvest Moon Festival
Draws 1100 on Chilly Evening
Our 16th annual Harvest Moon Festival was held October 13. 1092 visitors took
part in the drumming circle and hayrides, took a walk on the lighted jack-olantern trail, noshed on tomato soup, hot dogs and macaroni and cheese, caught
a glimpse of the moon through partly cloudy skies and other activities.

Jennifer Goggins, Appleton
Area School District
Nicholas Maravolo, Emeritus
Professor, Lawrence University,
Appleton

Amanda Otis, Eillien’s Candies,
Green Bay, Treasurer
Tiffany Schulz, New London
School District
Chris Worzalla, KimberlyClark Corp., Neenah, Capital
Campaign Chair

Address Correspondence To:
Friends of Mosquito Hill
N3880 Rogers Road
New London WI 54961
920.779.6433
www.mosquitohill.org
Interpretive Building Hours:
Tuesday-Friday:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Holiday Wish List
Pick up any nature center newsletter and you’re bound to
find a rather, well, eclectic wish list. So as not to disappoint,
we publish our list in hopes you’ll be inspired to pick up an
item to place under our holiday tree. We would also be more
than happy to accept an end-of-the-year cash donation. All
donations are tax-exempt. Your generosity is appreciated!
• Bird seed, especially black sunflower and Nyjer seed
• Gift cards, any denomination, to CHS Larsen Coop (New London), Festival
Foods, (New London), Fleet Farm, Kwik Trip, Menards, Michael’s, PigglyWiggly (New London)
• Heavy-duty extension cords, 50 feet, 12 gauge (6)
• Heavy-duty extension cords, 100 feet, 12 gauge (2)

Staff:

• LED lighted safety vests (to keep our volunteers and staff safe after dark)

Loren Dieck, Director,
Outagamie County Parks

• Marshmallow roasting forks, set of 8 or 10

Mike Hibbard, Director/
Naturalist
Jessica Miller, Assistant
Naturalist

• Rechargeable LED work lights
• Solar lights, to light trails after dark
• Surge protector power strips

Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant
Adam Brandt, Park Ranger
Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer
Coordinator

New Members

Newsletter:

We extend our welcome to the following who recently joined Friends of
Mosquito Hill. Keith Bassage, The Bliske Family, Julie Blohm, The Bubolz
Family, Annette Hart, Janice Miller, Meg O’Brien, and Sara and Paul Wait
& Family. For current members, please note all memberships expire on
December 31. If you do not receive a renewal notification by mail or email,
it is because your membership does not expire until 12/31/2019.
Thank you all for your support!

Editors - Pat Brown, Ginny
Buschke, Deb Mentzel, Mary
Swifka
Layout & Design - Jayne
Thielen Frazier
NEW Printing, Appleton
Outlook Graphics, Neenah
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Voice

“You make a living by what you get, but
you make a life by what you give.”
– Winston Churchill

by Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer Coordinator (volparks@outagamie.org)

Rebecca McClone, Innovative
Services, Appleton

Dave Wuebben, Hortonville
Area School District, FOMH
Board President

Volunteer
As we wrap up another year,
volunteers are at the TOP of our
gratitude list. In planning and
carrying out each MHNC event,
volunteers share their time, energy
and talents to ensure success.
School groups make new memories
of great times in nature because of
our volunteer naturalists.
Our property and buildings look
great because of volunteer work to
control invasive plants, maintain
the trails, make repairs inside and
out and weed our gardens. Phones
are answered and visitors are
greeted by volunteer staff. Unique
items and displays are created as
volunteers’ artistic talents abound.
Our critters are cared for by
volunteers.
This newsletter is edited by
volunteers,
and
produced
through the generosity of Friends
of Mosquito Hill. FOMH board
members generously donate many

hours of their time to build for our
future. The list of contributions goes
on and on, with new opportunities
available all the time.
After a very busy autumn, winter
is rolling in, and we are hoping for
good snow conditions this year.
Time will tell what’s in store but
we’ll be planning for snowshoe
rental and our popular torchlight
snowshoe
walks
regardless.
Volunteering for those activities is
a great way to enjoy winter.
MHNC will be the place to be for
Winter Family Fun Day on January
26. S’mores around the campfire,
chili
bar,
Family Olympics,
snowshoeing, crafts and more
await our visitors. To make this
happen, volunteers are needed. It’s
a fun day outside and inside. Join
us!
As we plan for the future of the
nature center, fundraising is on the

forefront. It is always a challenge to
come up with unique events and
ways to generate contributions.
We know there are great ideas out
there, just waiting to be brought to
fruition. If this is your niche, please
share your ideas. We are planning
our spring fundraiser and can
bring it to the next level with your
help.
Tradition lends itself to the practice
of giving thanks at the end of each
year. How can we express that
all year round? Volunteering is a
perfect way to share what we have
been given. Each of our volunteers
will tell you a reason they choose to
give their time here.
If you are not yet a volunteer, please
consider joining us! It’s a great way
to meet people, make new friends,
and express your gratitude for all
that nature provides. Contact us to
get yourself on board.

Thank You!

Welcome New Volunteers!

We are grateful beyond measure for
the tremendous volunteer team we
have at MHNC. We send wishes for
treasured memories, peace, and joy
as the holidays arrive and we travel
into 2019.

Welcome to Caroline, Linda,
Michele, Josie, Jessica, and
Lydia. Thank you for sharing your
time and talents with us.

“The broadest, and maybe the most meaningful definition of
volunteering: doing more than you have to because you want to, in
a cause you consider good.”
– Ivan Scheier
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Return Service Requested
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oin Friends of Mosquito Hill
Membership Categories:
(Please check one)
Senior Citizen/Student [$15]
Individual [$20]

Your Information:
Name
Address

Family [$35]
Enjoy these
benefits:

Business/Organization [$50]

99Receive our
quarterly
newsletter.

Patron [$50]

9910% discount in
our gift shop.
99Discount on
programs.
99Complimentary
snowshoe use on
our trails.
99Know you make a
difference!

Supporting [$200]
Benefactor [$500]
Additional gift: ______________
Mail this form with a check to:
Friends of Mosquito Hill
N3880 Rogers Rd. • New London, WI 54961

Phone
Email
Please send newsletter:
U.S. Mail

Electronically*

*Please provide email address above.
For office use:
Check #

Date rec’d

Entered

