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Vintage Marketplace: New Event, Old Treasures
by Mike Hibbard, Director

Our Mission

O

n
September
16,
Mosquito
Hill Nature Center and Simply
Repurposed, New London, will
be hosting a Vintage Marketplace on the
picturesque properties of Mosquito Hill
and Whistler’s Knoll Vineyard, Hortonville.
The settings are the perfect backdrops to
showcase vintage, repurposed, handmade
and homegrown items. Live music, artisan
demonstrations and a variety of food trucks
will be present to add to the ambiance of
the day. Our hope is to create a unique
event that continues to grow each year.
Last fall, the second annual Vintage Market
at the Vineyard was an overwhelming
success, with 25 vendor booths and 1,100
visitors. Tanya Stegall, owner of Simply
Repurposed, a boutique featuring vintage
and repurposed items and home décor
in New London, expressed enthusiasm
for partnering with us and expanding the
event to MHNC allowing for more vendors
and accommodating the growing number
of visitors.
Vintage Market 2018 will take place from
10:00 AM until 4:00 PM. Cost is $4 per
person. Visitors will receive a wristband

upon admission which will allow entrance
to both venues. All proceeds from the sale
of wristbands at MHNC will support the
nature center’s Capital Campaign project
and volunteer programs at Mosquito Hill.
Proceeds from wristband sales at Whistler’s
Knoll will go to support a local charity.
We hope to see you on September 16 as we
roll out a new event especially for people
interested in finding the perfect vintage
piece for their home, a fantastic find for
the garden, meeting local artisans and
supporting MHNC. Watch for more details
on our Facebook page.

MHNC Raffle
At the conclusion of the Vintage Market,
a raffle drawing will be held at MHNC
to announce the winners of the 2018
Mosquito Hill Raffle. $1,500, $1,000,
and $500 cash prizes will be awarded
along with an Amazon Show personal
digital assistant, valued at $250.
Tickets are on sale now for $15 each or
two for $20. Winners do not need to be
present to win. Stop in to make your
purchase or contact us for more details.

The Friends of
Mosquito Hill (FOMH)
support, promote and
enhance Mosquito
Hill Nature Center.
(MHNC) We realize
this mission through
volunteerism,
fundraising and our
shared passion for
nature.

Follow Mosquito Hill
Nature Center!

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
mosquitohillnaturecenter
Twitter: @mosquitohill
Instagram:
mosquitohillnaturecenter

Published by
Friends of Mosquito
Hill, Inc.
New London, WI
www.mosquitohill.org

Cash in Your Attic=
Cash for MHNC
Cash in Your Attic, our spring fundraiser, was held April
28. 120 people came out in force to support the Friends
of Mosquito Hill Capital Campaign by purchasing bucket
raffle tickets and bidding on a selection of antique, vintage
and repurposed items, all donated by the Mosquito Hill
community.
It was a great evening, filled with new and old friends
noshing on appetizers, checking out that neon blue drink,
and opening their wallets for a good cause. Thanks to the
generosity of sponsors, donors and guests, we raised more
than $13,000!
Although the nature center was a big winner that night, we
wanted to recognize a few other winners: Sue Steingraber,
New London, the 50/50 cash winner, walked away with
close to $400; Kimmie Dieck, Greenville, won the wine
raffle; and Kim Jordan won a rain barrel with a beautiful
mural painted by Cheryl Timmer.
We are so appreciative of all the individuals and businesses
who stepped up to support us this year. Cash sponsors
include Wolf River Community Bank, Hortonville, Ginny
& Dennis Buschke, Appleton, Luvata Appleton LLC,
Connie & Andy Ogilvie, Hortonville, Dragonfly Paddlers,
Shiocton, First State Bank, New London, Verna Hibbard,
Menasha, Lawton Family Dentistry, New London, RadtkeRhone Insurance Agency, New London, and State Farm
Insurance – Dan Gassner Agency, Hortonville.
We were pleased to have in-kind support from Donaldson’s
Gourmet & Gifts, Hortonville, our caterers; Pigeon River
Brewery, Marion, who donated the beer served; Mad
Dog & Merrill, our auctioneers; Kelly & Jeff Rickert from
Water Street Vintage, and, of course, our volunteers.
We are eternally grateful for people power! A big shoutout to all those volunteers who helped us with painting,
reupholstering, stitching, staining, picking up, delivering,
meeting, brainstorming, selling, serving, mixing, setting
up, cleaning up and the myriad of tasks required to pull
off an event of this type.
Many thanks to everyone for helping to make our
fundraiser a huge success!
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Naturalist’s orner

C

Keeping Wildlife Wild
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant

A

s visitors walk the nature center trails during
the summer months, they often excitedly share
their wildlife sightings with staff. Reports of
does with fawns are common, leopard and green frogs
are abundant and baby birds are leaving the nest.
On the other hand, we regularly receive calls from
well-meaning people concerned about a young animal
they found in their yard/neighborhood/local park.
It’s usually a rabbit, squirrel or raccoon and the
accompanying question, “Can you take care of it?” is
usually answered with a gentle, “No.”
Why? The best chance for a baby animal’s survival is
with its mother. In mid-summer, young animals are
venturing out on their own, but momma is likely close
by, watching from a distance.
In most cases, callers are urged to leave the animal
alone, keep their dog restrained and wait 24 hours
before calling for assistance. This will give the mother
time to reunite with her offspring, feed it and relocate
it if necessary. This also presents a valuable learning
opportunity for children who need to know the
importance of leaving wild animals in
the wild.
In my experience, people are much more
informed about appropriate ways to help
wildlife than they were when I started
my job in 1990. That’s heartening.
However, visitors frequently walk into
the interpretive building who need
assistance.
I can see them coming a mile way. They’re
carrying cardboard boxes covered with
old bath towels or ice cream pails lined
with grass, holes punched in the lid.
(Then there was the woman who hauled
three flea-covered baby raccoons out of her baggy
work jacket and was planning to leave them with us,
but that story is for another time.)

I get it. We all love animals and we all want to help.
Unfortunately, there are times when well-intentioned
people interfere in wildlife situations because they
incorrectly assume a young animal is orphaned.
Before you think about removing a young animal from
its home, ask yourself the following questions from the
Wisconsin DNR web site:
• Is the animal’s parent dead or no longer in the area
(trapped and relocated)?
• Has the animal been attacked by a predator (dog,
cat, other wild animal)?
• Is the animal bleeding or does it have obvious
injuries?
• Is the animal emaciated, very weak, cold or soaking
wet?
• Does the animal have diarrhea?
• Are there are flies, fly eggs, maggots or many ticks,
lice or fleas on the animal?
• Is the animal in a dangerous location (busy street,
parking lot)?
If so, it is appropriate to contact a licensed
wildlife rehabilitator, who is trained and
equipped to provide temporary care and
treatment to injured, sick and orphaned wild
animals so they may be released back into
the wild.
If not, it’s best to leave the animal alone and
trust that it will be reunited with its mother.
For caring people, that might be the most
difficult part of the process. In the long run,
you’ll be doing your part to keep wild animals
wild.
The Wisconsin DNR has more helpful
information on their web site: https://dnr.wi.gov/
topic/wildlifehabitat/orphan.html
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Calendar
of

Events

www.mosquitohill.com

Animal Detectives
Saturday, June 9
9:00 – 10:30 AM
When hiking the trails we
often see wildlife. Other times we must
figure out what kind of animals live in an
area by the signs they leave behind. Put
on your detective hat and join naturalist
Mary Swifka for a walk in search of wildlife
and the evidence they leave behind. This
program is best suited for elementary age
students but anyone is welcome.
$6/adults, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment are due ASAP.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: A Day
in the Life of a
Beekeeper

Summer
Ecology Classes
Sign up now!

Volunteer Recognition
and Member Picnic
Wednesday, June 13
5:00 – 7:00 PM
Every year, we make time to publicly thank
all the volunteers that make this place
hum. We’ll gather for social time and cold
beverages at 5:00 and enjoy a picnic meal
at 6:00. After dinner, a brief update from the
Friends of Mosquito Hill board of directors
will be followed by a program in honor of
all the people we count on to make MHNC
a great place to visit.

We still have a few openings in our
Summer Ecology classes for children. Call
us at 920.779.6433 if you would like your
child to take part in the following sessions:
• Bugs Abound
June 26 – 29 for 4 – 5 year olds

June 21, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
The topics of honeybees and beekeeping
are perennial favorites among MHNC
visitors. Our speaker this month is Mike
Heideman, a New London beekeeper and
current president of the Waupaca County
Beekeepers Association. Mike will share
information about the remarkable life
and behaviors of the ordinary honeybee.
Discover what the waggle dance is all
about, how one larva out of thousands
develops into the queen bee, and how
much nectar it takes to produce one pound
of honey. It turns out, the honeybee is not
so ordinary as we might think.
$6/adults, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Advance registration appreciated but walkins are welcome.

The interpretive
building and office will
be closed on July 4th.
Trails and playscape
will remain open.

• We’re on the Move
July 24 – 27 for 3rd – 5th graders
• Mythbusters
July 31 – August 3 for 3rd – 5th graders

Big Owl, Little Owl
Sunday, June 17, 1:30 – 2:30 PM
Owls are unique birds with several interesting adaptations.
Regardless of size, these birds are amazing predators,
capable of capturing and eating many different types of
food. We’ll meet two live owls, one large and one small, and
talk about the differences between them.
We’ll also examine what they eat and just how much
they can consume. Our presenters are Pat Fisher from the
Feather Rehabilitation Center, New London, and Jessica
Miller, MHNC naturalist.
$6/person or $10/household. Registration and payment are
due June 10.

Please join us for the

Friends of Mosquito Hill
Annual Meeting
Wednesday, July 18, 6:30 PM at Mosquito Hill Nature Center
The FOMH board has been busy and is enthusiastic about sharing
the latest updates on the Capital Campaign and the nature center’s
master plan. Snacks and refreshments will be provided.
Please RSVP by July 9.
Call 920.779.6433 or email volparks@outagamie.org

We look forward to seeing you!

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920.779.6433 or email mary.swifka@outagamie.org.
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The Buzz about Bees
Saturday, July 28, 9:00 – 10:30 AM
Once you know more about honeybees
and their complex social life, you can start
to appreciate them for the gentle creatures
they are. We’ll look inside the indoor
honeybee hive and visit the outdoor hives
to gain a better understanding of these
winged wonders. We’ll also spend time
learning about wasps and hornets and how
fascinating they are. This program with
naturalist Mary Swifka is planned especially
for parents and younger children, but
anyone is welcome.
$6/adults, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment are due July 24.

Elk and Mule Deer Hunting in
Colorado
Saturday, August 11, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Steve and Kim Jordan, New London,
will share their experiences hunting in
Colorado, including how to choose an
outfitter if you decide not to hunt on
your own. Points to consider are the type
of hunting you want to do (archery, black
powder or rifle), whether you want to travel
by horseback or not, how to get your tags
(most areas of Colorado have plentiful tags)
and finding a reputable outfitter. A week in
the mountains is an amazing experience.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due August 4.

View the Perseid Meteor
Showers
Saturday, August 11, 8:00 PM – midnight
The annual showing of the Perseid Meteor
Showers will be at its peak this evening, so
join us as we set up the lawn chairs, fire up
the telescopes and catch a glimpse of this
grand show in the night sky. We’ll be joined
by the Northeast Wisconsin Stargazers
(NEWSTAR). Member Tom Jorgenson will
provide a short presentation about the
Perseids, what they are, why we see them
every August, and the best way to view
them. NEWSTAR telescopes will be focused
on planets and galaxies to round out our
evening.
$6/adults, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Advance registration appreciated by August 4
but walk-ins also welcome.

Little Birds of Prey
Sunday, August 12
1:30 – 2:30 PM
When we think of birds of
prey, many times our images include bald
eagles and great horned owls. While both
are fantastic predators and majestic birds,
our small raptors are equally as impressive.
Despite having small bodies, feet and
beaks, little birds of prey are fast fliers and
incredible hunters. Raptor rehabilitator
Pat Fisher and naturalist Jessica Miller will
introduce you to a few live little birds of
prey and discuss their importance in our
natural world.
$6/person or $10/household.
Registration and payment are due August 2.

Environmental Merit
Badge Clinic
Saturday, August 25
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Boy Scouts will explore all
aspects of the natural environment and
learn how to protect our natural resources.
This is an intensive workshop and several
assignments need to be completed before
the clinic. Early registration is strongly
recommended. Scouts must be 14 years old
by the time of the clinic. The clinic facilitator
is MHNC director Mike Hibbard.
$25/scout. Registration and payment are due
August 1.

Monarch Tagging
Workshop
Sunday, August 26
12:30 – 3:00 PM
Every fall, millions of monarchs
east of the Rocky Mountains make their
way down to the Transvolcanic Mountains
in Central Mexico where they overwinter.
And every fall, hundreds of thousands of
tags are purchased to place on migrating
monarchs to help scientists answer many
questions about their migration pattern.
Join naturalist Jessica Miller as she explains
the basics behind one of the coolest
phenomena on Earth, monarch migration.
In addition, each participant will have the
opportunity to assist with tagging, testing
and releasing a butterfly.
$6/person or $10/household. Registration
and payment are due August 16.

Coming Up:
In September...
Vintage Marketplace
at the Hill
September 16
(see front page)

Honey Sunday
September 23

In October...
Harvest Moon
Festival
October 13

Cancellation Policy
MHNC staff reserves the right to cancel a
program if minimum enrollment has not
been reached by the registration deadline.
If we cancel a program, your payment will
be refunded in full.
If you need to cancel, please notify us at
least 48 hours before the class. If we are
able to fill your spot, you will be refunded
in full; if not, we will refund 50% of your
fee. If you cancel less than 48 hours before
the class, your entire registration fee will be
forfeited.
Please help us ensure the success of our
programs by registering and paying before
the deadline. We cannot guarantee your
place in a class unless payment has been
received. Thank you.
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Meet our New Summer Employee
Richie Holder, Hortonville, joined our staff for the summer on May 15, right in
the middle of a very busy school field trip season. One week later he was teaching
aquatic insect biology to elementary students (and schooling our staff in the finer
points of fish larvae identification).

Jared Ashland, Appleton
Jennifer Goggins, Appleton
Area School District
Nicholas Maravolo, Emeritus
Professor, Lawrence University,
Appleton
Rebecca McClone, Innovative
Services, Appleton, and St.
Joseph Residence, New London
Amanda Otis, Eillien’s Candies,
Green Bay, Treasurer
Tiffany Schulz, New London
School District
Chris Worzalla, KimberlyClark Corp., Neenah, Capital
Campaign Chair
Dave Wuebben, Hortonville
Area School District, FOMH
Board President
Address Correspondence To:
Friends of Mosquito Hill
N3880 Rogers Road
New London WI 54961
920.779.6433
www.mosquitohill.org
Interpretive Building Hours:
Tuesday-Friday:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Staff:
Loren Dieck, Director,
Outagamie County Parks

He shares a bit about himself here:
“I am the new nature center technician at
Mosquito Hill. Here is a little bit about me. I am a
current student at UW-Stout, and just finished
my first year. My major is Environmental Science
with a concentration on Aquatic Biology. I have
always had a passion for nature, from the trees
that grow to the fish in the water and all the
in-between. Sharing this love for the outdoors
is something I am extremely excited about doing while working here over the
summer.
Working with the school groups that come in is something I have found to be
especially enjoyable. Getting to nurture that natural curiosity that all of us have
is something I find great joy in. If you see me out and about the nature center
feel free to stop and chat!”

Amazon Smile for FOMH
Do you shop on Amazon? If so, you can help Friends
of Mosquito Hill in the process. Amazon will make a
small donation to FOMH, Inc. based on the amount
of your purchase.
Log on to www.smile.amazon.com. This step is
important. If you log on to Amazon.com, your
purchase doesn’t count! From there, you can log on with your regular password,
and select Friends of Mosquito Hill as your charity. Then start shopping.
It’s as easy as that! We thank you for your part in supporting FOMH!

Mike Hibbard, Director/
Naturalist
Jessica Miller, Assistant
Naturalist
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant

New Volunteers

Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer
Coordinator

Sally, Deb, Melissa, Kathleen, Kailey, Hunter, and Lauren.

Newsletter:
Editors - Pat Brown, Ginny
Buschke, Deb Mentzel, Mary
Swifka
Layout & Design - Jayne
Thielen Frazier
NEW Printing, Appleton
Outlook Graphics, Neenah
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Welcome to our new volunteers:

New Members
We welcome the following new members of Friends of Mosquito Hill:
Mary Buchman, Sandy Gillum, Nathalie Moore, Linda Nett-Duesterhoeft, Sally
Prahl, Gretchen Sasse, Michele Welsh, Jessica Wirkus & family.
Your support is important to us. We look forward to seeing you soon!

Volunteer
Voice

“You make a living by what you get, but
you make a life by what you give.”
– Winston Churchill

by Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer Coordinator (volparks@outagamie.org)
We welcome summer to the Hill and realize it’s a different place without
naturalist Steve Petznick, who retired in March. This summer, even more
than others, we are in need of volunteer help to complete Steve’s to-do list.
If you are looking for something to do, please come our way and get your
hands dirty in our gardens, on the trails, or ridding our property of the
nasty invasive plants trying to put their roots down here. Our staff will be
happy to get you started. There is nothing better than being outside on a
beautiful summer day, knowing you have made a difference in this corner
of the world.
Spring was busy with school groups, our Cash in Your Attic fundraiser
and staffing booths at public events. A big part of our mission right now
is to spread the word about our nature center. The more we can get out
and talk to people in the community, the greater our chances for financial
support, more visitors and more volunteers. Don’t hesitate to let us know
about an event we could be a part of, or a person you think we should talk
to about our mission.

Spring Into
Action
Volunteer opportunities this
summer include:
• Gardening
• Invasive species control
• Serving on the Capital
Campaign committee
• Office duties
• Leading summer field trips
Keep your ideas coming for
new programs, events and
gatherings.

If you’re at a point in your life where you’d like to check out volunteering at
Mosquito Hill, please give us a call. Not only will you find a niche for your
talents and knowledge, you’ll also meet great people and have a good time
too.
This is a perfect time to get outside and breathe in the fresh air. It does
wonders for the soul. As you breathe in, think about how you can be an
advocate for the natural world. How can we let others know about nature’s
value? The impact of one person is immense. Please be that one person.
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Guests enjoyed dessert during the live
auction, provided by volunteers including
Becky McClone.
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Find us on Facebook and be a part of our online community. We post
all our public programs, answer your wildlife and plant questions, and
share interesting stories from others about the nature and the outdoors.

Volunteer Michael Gray presented handpainted dragonflies which were won by
some of our guests.
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(Please check one)
Senior Citizen/Student [$15]

Your Information:
Name

Individual [$20]
Family [$35]
Enjoy these
benefits:

Business/Organization [$50]

99Receive our
quarterly
newsletter.

Patron [$50]

9910% discount in
our gift shop.
99Discount on
programs.
99Complimentary
snowshoe use on
our trails.
99Know you make a
difference!

Supporting [$200]
Benefactor [$500]
Additional gift: ______________
Mail this form with a check to:
Friends of Mosquito Hill
N3880 Rogers Rd. • New London, WI 54961
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Please send newsletter:
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