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Antiques Wanted — Inquire Within

oes this sound familiar? You’ve
been keeping Aunt Dora’s end
table in the basement for that room
you’ve been planning on remodeling…
since 1988. Your old bicycle is in the
garage—the one with the coaster brakes.
Are you really going to fix it up and ride it
again? How about that old chair, or lamp
or dresser? It doesn’t really fit with your
décor but it seems too valuable to give to
the thrift store.
Have we got a deal for you! Consider
donating it to Mosquito Hill Nature Center
for our second Cash in Your Attic fundraiser.
We’re looking for antique and vintage items
for our live auction and basket raffles with
proceeds benefiting our Capital Campaign.
• The next time you’re in the basement/
attic/garage and you see that special
item in the corner, think of us.
• Then contact antiques guru, Kelly Rickert
at Water Street Vintage, our event cosponsor, with a description or photos of
your item. Kelly can be reached at 920982-9826 or jkrickert@yahoo.com.
• You may drop off your donation at the
nature center any time before March 31.
Please call us first.

The Big Gig
Cash in Your Attic will take place at
Mosquito Hill Nature Center on Saturday,
April 28. Grab a drink and a plate of nosh
and mingle with folks while you eye that
attractive crystal bowl or mentally rearrange your living room to make a place
for that funky floor lamp.

Cash in Your Attic
Saturday, April 28, 5:00 – 10:00 PM
$30/person or $50/couple
• Live auction and bucket raffles
featuring antique and vintage items
and new treasures
• Cash bar, heavy hors d’oeuvres
• Proceeds to benefit the Friends of
Mosquito Hill Capital Campaign
Make your reservations now!

Call 920.779.6433 or email
mary.swifka@outagamie.org for assistance.

We are grateful to our Cash in Your Attic
partners who couldn’t get enough of a good
thing last year and are returning for an
encore. Donaldson’s Gourmet and Gifts,
Hortonville, will be preparing delicious
hors d’oeuvres to please your palates. For
you craft beer lovers, Pigeon River Brewing
Company, Marion, will be offering their
locally-made brew at the cash bar. And our
live auction will be hosted by New London’s
own dynamic duo, Mad Dog and Merrill.
The cost is $30 each or $50/couple.
Contact us to make reservations. Then
lace up your corsets, wax your ‘stache,
load up your wallet with mazuma and join
us for an evening of old-fashioned fun. It’s
sure to be the bee’s knees.

Our Mission

The Friends of
Mosquito Hill (FOMH)
support, promote and
enhance Mosquito
Hill Nature Center.
(MHNC) We realize
this mission through
volunteerism,
fundraising and our
shared passion for
nature.

Follow Mosquito Hill
Nature Center!

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
mosquitohillnaturecenter
Twitter: @mosquitohill
Instagram:
mosquitohillnaturecenter

Published by
Friends of Mosquito
Hill, Inc.
New London, WI
www.mosquitohill.org

Tickets! Tickets!
We’ve Got
Tickets!

So Long, Farewell
After 28 years, naturalist Steve Petznick is calling it a day. He’ll
be retiring at the end of March and pursuing new interests in
picturesque Langlade County. We couldn’t let him get away without
at least a little reminiscing, so we dug into the archives and found
these photographic gems.
Steve was one of the
instructors for many of our
snowshoe lacing workshops.
(2003)

What does cooking have to do
with comets? Quite a bit if you
ask Comet Chef, who mixed
dry ice and dirt to make a
“comet” for an astronomy
program. (2016)

Raffle tickets, that is. Support
the Friends of Mosquito Hill
Capital Campaign and win big.
We hope you are as excited as
we are with this year’s offerings:
• First Prize - $1,500 cash
• Second Prize - $1,000 cash
• Third Prize - $500 cash
• Fourth Prize* - Amazon Show,
home digital assistant - $250
value
* Fourth prize may not be
substituted for cash.

Hamming it up near
dragonfly pond in his oh-sostylish muck boots. (2002)

Tickets are on sale now at the
nature center for $15 or two for
$20. Only 1000 tickets will be
sold.
Proceeds from this raffle
will help fund our building
renovation plan.
We would be glad to help you
with your purchase. Give us a
call at 920.779.6433 or e-mail
mary.swifka@outagamie.org
for assistance. As always, we
appreciate your support!

Fan mail from a student (1990s)

Congratulations on your retirement, Steve! May the next phase of
your life bring you all that you seek and more!
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Naturalist’s orner

C

Reflections on my Experiences at Mosquito Hill
Steve Petznick, Assistant Naturalist

T

hese memories start when I was just a boy. In
the fall of 1974, Mosquito Hill Nature Center
held its open house. I remember walking down
Deer Path Trail with my parents, seeing corn stubble
on either side. How would I know that many years
later I would be protecting this parcel of land from
invasives. The prairie planting has always been my
favorite place on the property.
During my college internship at the Hill in 1984, I was
exposed to so many facets of nature. And even though
I worked as a forester right out of college, my heart
yearned to learn more about and work in the field of
natural resources. I suppose I was destined to work
at MHNC because I was hired as a fulltime assistant
naturalist in 1989. In my early years I learned how
to identify birds with Jim Anderson, the naturalist
and director. How would I know years later I would be
the founder and president of the Northeast Wisconsin
Birding Club which started at Mosquito Hill.
One of my fondest and yet painful memories was the
day Jim and I “rescued” a saw-whet owl that had lice.
While the diminutive predator sat perched on my
finger, Jim plucked lice from its feathers. The talons
dug deep into my bare skin as it rocked back and
forth trying to maintain its balance. The night was a
success. The bird was released and no blood was shed
to my relief.
During my first week of work, Jim and I cleaned owl
nest boxes located in the trees. I was unsure of the
proper procedure to remove a sleeping raccoon while
I was 20 feet in the air on a ladder. What transpired
next is an article in itself. In the end all three parties
were safe and my heart rate returned to normal. I gave

Jim back his leather mitten with the raccoon hair still
attached.
Then there was the day we broke through the ice along
with a toboggan full of tools. While Mary Swifka and I
were able to safely get back on top of the ice, the tools
were still submerged under three feet of water. That
meant lowering myself back into the frigid water to
reclaim a bucket of tools, pick axe, chainsaw and the
toboggan. Yep, those memories stick with a person.
There was that heated moment when the prescribed
burn in the prairie jumped the fire break. The fire was
too hot to fight directly so Jim hopped on the lawn
tractor and started mowing a new fire break. If he
hadn’t been successful the fire would have engulfed
the hillside resulting in tremendous devastation.
Fortunately, it all worked out.
Just this past summer, after nearly thirty years of
trying, I had confirmation of prothonotary warblers
nesting on the property. The feeling of gratification
was immense.
I’ve enjoyed my career tremendously, especially canoe
trips on the Embarrass River, winter camping, trips
to Whitefish Point Bird Observatory and Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, and advising interns, coop students and Eagle Scouts. People say it must
be a dream job. While no job is perfect, I can say I’ve
learned a lot and looked forward to coming to work
most days. I feel like my efforts made a difference with
the 430 acres, teaching school groups, and interacting
with all the great volunteers. I believe my career
path at Mosquito Hill started in 1974 and the many
experiences along the way have made me who I am
today. And for that, I will hold the Hill and its people
in my heart.
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Calendar
of

Events

Celebrating Aldo Leopold
Weekend: Green Fire
Documentary Screening
Saturday, March 3, 11:30 AM
Green Fire, the first full-length documentary
ever made about legendary conservationist
Aldo Leopold, explores Leopold’s life in the
early part of the twentieth century and
the many ways his land ethic continues to
be applied all over the world today. The
film shares highlights from Leopold’s life
and extraordinary career, explaining how
he shaped conservation in the twentieth
century and still inspires people today.
Although probably best known as the
author of the conservation classic, A Sand
County Almanac, Leopold is also renowned
for his work as an educator, philosopher,
forester, ecologist and wilderness advocate.
No charge.

Central Wisconsin
Kestrel Research &
Nest Box Construction
Saturday, March 10,
1:00 – 3:30 PM
Learn about one of the longest running
kestrel nest box studies in the U.S. Our
presenter, Amber Eschenbauch, will discuss
kestrel ecology, explain the equipment used
and share her team’s findings about kestrel
populations in the Buena Vista Grassland
in central Wisconsin. Amber, a 2004 UWSP
graduate in biology and captive wildlife,
is a licensed bird bander. Afterwards, take
part in an optional workshop to assemble
your own kestrel nest box.
Presentation: $6/person, $4/students,
seniors, FOMH. Nest box construction: $40/
box. Registration and payment due March 1.

Weave a North
Carolina Farm Basket
Sunday, March 11,
9:30 AM – 4:00 PM
This versatile basket has a woven solid base
with fillers and includes leather straps. The
base is 10” x 10” square and the completed
basket will be approximately 9 ½” high with
a top diameter of 14 ½”. Optional staining
is available for an additional $5 payable on
the day of class. $45/person. Registration
and payment due March 1.

Move! (Spring)
Wednesdays, March 21 – April
25, 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
On average, people spend only
4% of their day actively moving. Because of
too much time sitting, our bodies become
stiff and don’t allow for full range of motion
in our muscles and joints even when we
are moving. Naturalist Jessica Miller will
introduce you to many simple forms of
movement: basic stretching and alignment
exercises, walking, climbing, hanging,
jumping, balancing and more. This is not
a “workout” class, rather a “restoration of
movement” class for people of any age and
of any fitness/mobility level who would like
to increase stamina, balance and strength.
$50/6-class or $10/session. Registration and
payment due March 14.

Tiger Cub Workshop –
Tigers in the Wild
Saturday, March 24,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
What do you need to survive in the
wild? Learn about the six essential items
every Tiger Scout needs to make it in the

www.mosquitohill.com
wilderness from director Mike Hibbard. Take
a short hike to view plants and animals and
end the hike with a campfire and s’mores!
Space is limited.
$8/scout. Registration and payment due
March 10.

Annual Midwest Crane
Count Training Session
Sunday, March 25,
1:30 – 3:00 PM
Be a part of the Midwest Sandhill Crane
Count taking place on Saturday, April 14.
Anyone interested in participating in the
count must attend this training session.
We will review an instructional video,
learn about crane biology, receive site
assignments and learn how to enter data
into an online database. Sign-up for both
Outagamie and Waupaca County sites will
be held at this time.
Please call to RSVP.

Annual Midwest Crane
Count
Saturday, April 14,
5:30 – 7:30 AM
The Annual Midwest Crane Count is a
tradition dating back to 1976 and one of
the largest citizen-based inventories in
the world. It helps the International Crane
Foundation to monitor the abundance and
distribution of both sandhill and whooping
cranes in the upper Midwest. Annually, the
count involves more than 3,000 volunteers
from 100 counties in five states.
Anyone interested in assisting with the
count should attend the training session on
Sunday, March 25.

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920-779-6433 or e-mail mary.swifka@outagamie.org.
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Electronics Recycling
Event
Saturday, April 7,
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
We’re
partnering
with
K9
Tech
Recycling, Kimberly, to help you with
your spring cleaning. We’ll accept
everything with a cord, battery or motor.
Watch our web site for more details.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: All
About Cuba
April 19, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Linda Kassera, Weyauwega, visited Cuba
in 2016. She will share her incredible
photographs and insights into the people,
places and rich Spanish heritage of this
small island nation.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH
Advance registration appreciated but walkins welcome too.

Webelos Workshop –
Webelos Walkabout
Saturday, April 21,
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Lace up your shoes for a 3-mile hike
through the forest and prairie. Practice the
Outdoor Code and Leave No Trace principles.
Scouts will learn about various dangerous
plants and animals. Scouts must bring a
packed, nutritious lunch to enjoy on the
trails. Space is limited.
$8/scout. Registration and payment due
April 6.

Cash in
Your Attic
Saturday, April 28
Don’t miss this live auction of
antique and vintage items as well as basket
raffles. Proceeds benefit the Mosquito Hill
Nature Center Capital Campaign.
See page 1 for details!

Saturday Morning Bird
Walks
May 5, 12, 19, 7:00 – 10:00 AM
Join us for any or all of these
Saturday morning walks. All skill levels are
welcome. Dress for the weather and bring
your binoculars (or borrow a pair of ours),
field guides and waterproof boots.
No charge.

Tiger Cub Workshop
– My Tiger Jungle
Saturday, May 5,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Look, listen, and get up close to plants,
bugs, birds and other animals on a short
hike around the nature center property.
Scouts will also make a simple bird feeder
to bring home. Space is limited so preregistration is required by April 27.
$8/scout.

Hanging Mason Jar
Herb Garden
Sunday, May 6, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Wanting some fresh culinary
herbs at your fingertips? This vertical or
horizontal reclaimed wood and Mason
jar herb garden can accommodate up to
four of your favorite herbs and be housed
both indoors and out. We’ll provide all the
supplies, tools and herbs, allowing your
creativity to take over.
Cost: $35/person. Registration and payment
due April 27.

Yin Yoga
Tuesdays, May 8, 15, 22, & 29,
6:00 – 7:00 PM
Yin yoga consists of a series of
poses that work the connective tissues in
the lower part of the body. These passive
poses are held for up to five minutes with
the aid of straps, blocks, bolsters and other
yoga props. This is a slow-paced class
appropriate for those with the ability to
move through seated, standing, kneeling
and reclined positions. The instructor is
naturalist Jessica Miller, a certified yoga
instructor.
$25/4-week class or $8/session. Pay in
advance or walk-ins welcome.

Container Gardening
Workshop
Saturday, May 12,
9:00 – 11:00 AM
Lu Visocky from the Enchanted Florist,
Hortonville, will show you how to design
and plant a lovely container garden of
annuals. All materials are provided. Plant
one for yourself, or one for mom for her
special day. Cost: $35/person. Registration
and payment due May 4.

Wolf Cub Workshop –
Finding Your Way
Saturday, May 19,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Learning to read and use a map and a
compass is a valuable skill. In this adventure,
scouts will receive an introduction to maps,
symbols and the cardinal directions of
north, south, east, and west. They will also
learn the basic functions of a compass.
Space is limited. $8/scout. Registration and
payment due May 4.

Restorative Yoga
Sunday, May 20, 1:00 – 2:30 PM
Restorative
yoga
is
a
therapeutic practice that
allows for relief of tension and stress.
Postures are practiced on the floor with the
support of props such as bolsters, blankets
and blocks and are held anywhere from 2
to 15 minutes. Experience gentle stretching
and strengthening of the body. Leave
feeling refreshed and rejuvenated. Please
arrive 10-15 minutes early. The instructor
is naturalist Jessica Miller, who is a certified
yoga instructor. $15/person. Registration
and payment due May 11.

Our Cancellation Policy
MHNC staff reserves the right to cancel a
program if minimum enrollment has not
been reached by the registration deadline.
If we cancel a program, your payment will
be refunded in full.
If you need to cancel, please notify us at
least 48 hours before the class. If we are
able to fill your spot, you will be refunded
in full; if not, we will refund 50% of your fee.
If you cancel less than 48 hours before the
class, your entire registration fee will be
forfeited.
Please help us ensure the success of our
programs by registering and paying before
the deadline. We cannot guarantee your
place in a class unless payment has been
received. Thank you.
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Connecting People with Nature
Capital Campaign Update
Chris Worzalla, Capital Campaign Chair
This is an update on the progress that we have made on our Connecting People
with Nature Capital Campaign. As a reminder, there are three primary goals of the
campaign to transform MHNC from being locally recognized to a regional gem:
1. Refresh the displays inside the interpretive building.
2. Build a Natural Playscape.
3. Construct an observation tower or deck on top of Mosquito Hill.
Since our first meeting in late 2016, we have been working to pull together our
story for the campaign, and to develop some marketing materials that we can use
to increase awareness of the campaign in the community and with prospective
donors. We have also worked with the Outagamie County Parks Department to
solidify their support for the projects and the approach we are taking with the
campaign. Since the organizational meeting, $49,022 of our two-million dollar goal
has been raised. Thank you to those who have donated to help get us started!
While we expect the campaign to take multiple years, I will be honest and say
that the project is moving more slowly than any of us would really like it to go;
but like a snowball rolling down Mosquito Hill, it is picking up momentum as we
move forward. To date, a number of people have stepped forward to help with the
campaign. I thank them for the help and contributions that have gotten us to this
point.
We can always use additional help and support in a wide variety of areas. Please
contact Mike Hibbard (mike.hibbard@outagamie.org ) or me (chrisw.fomh@gmail.
com) if you are interested in learning more about the opportunities we have.

Staff:
Loren Dieck, Director,
Outagamie County Parks
Mike Hibbard, Director/
Naturalist
Steve Petznick, Assistant
Naturalist
Jessica Miller, Assistant
Naturalist
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant
Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer
Coordinator
Newsletter:
Editors - Pat Brown, Ginny
Buschke, Deb Mentzel, Mary
Swifka
Layout & Design - Jayne
Thielen Frazier
NEW Printing, Appleton
Outlook Graphics, Neenah
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Winter Family Fun Day was held on
January 20. Children and adults took
part in Family Olympics events such
as the slap-shot competition and took
a break to enjoy s’mores around the
campfire.

Volunteer
Voice

“You make a living by what you get, but
you make a life by what you give.”
– Winston Churchill

by Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer Coordinator (volparks@outagamie.org)
The sun is shining on the newly fallen snow and I am pondering gratitude.
As a volunteer coordinator, I am able to meet and work with so many
amazing people. We participated in VolunteerFEST in November, an
event sponsored by the Volunteer Center of East Central Wisconsin. I was
touched by the number of people in attendance, many of them planning
retirement, and looking at how their interests and talents could benefit a
non-profit organization.
Lucky for us, a few of them have chosen MHNC as a place they would like
to volunteer. I am grateful for our FOMH board and the Capital Campaign
committee. They are working diligently to enhance and sustain our nature
center so generations to come will appreciate the value of our outside world.
Our volunteers make each and every event at Mosquito Hill possible. I am
grateful as they answer my requests for help. When the public attends any
of our weekend activities, they see the result of many hours of volunteer
efforts to plan, prepare, carry out, and after they are gone, clean-up and

Spring Into
Action
As spring is knocking on the
door, check our calendar of
events. We always welcome
new volunteers to work
side-by-side on our team at
events, with school groups
and behind the scenes to
get us ready for whatever is
ahead. Consider joining us as
the days get longer, the world
gets greener and we all make
a commitment to make our
world a little bit better.

return the property “back to normal.” Our four county staff members are
dedicated to Mosquito Hill. This is reflected in their efforts to improve what
we do, offer new programs and maintain our property. As they set the tone
for the work that needs to be done, I appreciate the guidance they offer our
volunteers and me. It goes without saying that as the sun shines on the
snow outside the window, I am so grateful for just that.

Cheers to You!

New Members

April is Volunteer Appreciation

Welcome to our new volunteers:
Maureen, Theresa and Ron

Month----our

volunteers

are

incredible! We thank them for
being with us on this journey

“The true meaning of life is to

and look forward to welcoming

plant trees under whose shade

more wonderful people to our

you do not expect to sit.”

team.

- Nelson Henderson

Volunteer Sharon Hibbard refinishes an
antique hutch which will be bid on in the
live auction at Cash in Your Attic.
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