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Winter is on Its Way
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant

T

here is no escaping the fact: winter is
on its way. Our staff and volunteers
are gearing up for a few months of
winter fun. Instead of day-dreaming about
time in Arizona or curling into a fetal
position, take a look at some of the great
activities we have planned.
Take a break from the holiday planning and
spend a day in the field with us as we tally
birds during the Shiocton Area Christmas
Bird Count on December 15. This annual
census of winter resident birds has been
going on since 1905. We’ll warm up with a
potluck lunch at midday.
January 20 is a busy day as we hold our
Annual Mosquito Hill Snowshoe Races and
Winter Family Fun Day.

If you’re looking for a unique way to
celebrate Valentine’s Day with your honey,
make your reservations for An Evening for
Sweethearts on Wednesday, February 14.
You’ll enjoy wine and cheese and a short
snowshoe walk.
Torch-light snowshoe walks are also
planned on January 13 and February 3.
Take an after dark walk on your own and
enjoy a hot beverage when you return.
More information on all these programs
(and some others just for you cocooning
types) may be found on pages 4-5. We
hope to see you soon!

In the morning, walk or run in your choice
of a one, three or five-mile race or an
800-meter kids’ route. In the afternoon,
our winter festival will feature outdoor and
indoor activities for all ages. Warm up with
chili and hot chocolate.

The Friends of
Mosquito Hill (FOMH)
support, promote and
enhance Mosquito
Hill Nature Center.
(MHNC) We realize
this mission through
volunteerism,
fundraising and our
shared passion for
nature.

A Winter Walk
on the Wild Side
Winter is not an excuse to stay indoors!
Mosquito Hill Nature Center has miles of
snowshoe trails in the lowland forest. Now,
thanks to an Eagle Scout project and your
requests, you can snowshoe to the top of
Mosquito Hill. The Yellow Diamond Trail uses
existing hiking trails for an invigorating walk.
Taking this upland trail requires snowshoes
with cleats or crampons. Traditional wooden
frames are best suited for our lowland trails.

Annual Mosquito Hill Snowshoe Races

Our Mission

If you are a cross-country skier, check out our
ungroomed Green Trail that circumnavigates
the base of the hill. The varied landscape
both in topography and vegetation makes for
a delightful journey within the park.
Nothing beats the serenity of breaking trail
after freshly fallen snow. You know what
I’m talking about! Be the first to enjoy what
nature has to offer.

Follow Mosquito Hill
Nature Center!

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
mosquitohillnaturecenter
Twitter: @mosquitohill
Instagram:
mosquitohillnaturecenter

Published by
Friends of Mosquito
Hill, Inc.
New London, WI
www.mosquitohill.org

And The Winner Is…
Mike Hibbard, Director
Prize winners for the Mosquito Hill raffle were drawn

Bluetooth, solar-powered speaker went to Gretchen

on Saturday, September 30, at the Fall FUNdraiser.

Hantel, Appleton.

Other sure winners were Mosquito Hill Nature
Center and the people who enjoyed the beautiful fall
weather, games, food and entertainment at the event.
The fundraiser and raffle raised more than $5,000

Congratulations to our winners; and a big thank-you
to all who purchased raffle tickets and attended the
Fall FUNdraiser!

toward the Capital Campaign projects and volunteer
programs.
Attendees participated in a drum circle by the
Oshkosh Rhythm Institute, listened to the Three
Handsomes jazz trio, played fun backyard games
and enjoyed great food and fellowship.
The $1,500 first prize was awarded to Andy Moeller,
Appleton, the $1,000 second prize went to Dick
Van De Weghe, Appleton, $500 third prize went to
Scott Pankow, Hortonville, the YETI cooler was won
by Matt Leeman, Bear Creek and the waterproof

Drum circle by the Oshkosh Rhythm Institute

Cash in Your Attic 2018: Now Accepting Donations
Last year’s Cash in Your Attic fundraising event was a big success, so
we’re going to give it a go in 2018. Mark your calendars for April 28
and watch for your invitation in February.
Right now, we’re accepting donations of vintage and antique items
with our partner, Water Street Vintage, New London. Owners
Kelly and Jeff Rickert have been so supportive of this effort, and
we’re lucky to be working with them again. It’s time to scour your
basement, attic and garage for auction treasures. Donations may
be dropped off at their store, or at the nature center, until March
The vintage tin raffle was a hit at last year’s event.

31. Please call them at 920-982-9826 to review your donation and
arrange for a time to drop off your items.
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Naturalist’s orner

C

Three Cheers for the Badgers!

N

Jessica Miller, Assistant Naturalist

ormally it’s the UW-Madison Badgers that get
all the attention, but around this nature center,
the American badger (Taxidea taxus) is the star!
A late summer rehabilitated badger from Bay Beach
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center brought us up close and
personal with a very curious sub-adult badger that
found its way from the east side of the property, where
it was released, to the building. Ironically, I spent a
better part of a year looking for badger dens by placing
trail cameras around the property a few years ago in
hopes of confirming a resident badger as part of our
ongoing biotic inventory. Now, one shows up behind
the interpretive building and digs not one, but several
dens (also called setts), allowing staff and visitors an
opportunity to see badger life unfold first hand.
My fascination with badgers began at the start of my
career at MHNC, when a late afternoon walk back
through the prairie found me (almost) face-to-face
with Wisconsin’s state mammal. Rumors of ferocious
behavior cautioned me to keep my distance from what
appeared to be a fuzzy walking carpet. Said badger
sniffed the air, casually glanced in my direction, and
turned to waddle away in the direction of the forest.
That was it! No growling, snarling or snapping. From
that day forward, I was hooked!
Badgers are part of the weasel family, the same family
that gives us mink, otters, fishers and wolverines.
While I can see how the aforementioned are all related,
I find it difficult to understand their connection to
the badger, which is less streamlined and far more
flattened in features. It is this unique physique,
however, that affords the badger the ability to squeeze
into tight quarters while using its short and very
powerful legs to excavate dirt far more efficiently (and
accurately) than a backhoe. Did you hear the story

about how a badger buried an entire cow carcass
in Utah? According to a recent National Geographic
article, “Over the course of five days, the photos reveal,
a single American badger excavated tunnels beneath
the calf carcass until the whole thing collapsed into a
pit. The badger then covered the carcass completely
and constructed a burrow beside it, from which it
feasted on beef for 11 straight days.” Let’s see you do
that, Mr. Otter!
With a ringside seat to our badger den, we’re hoping to
catch a glimpse of this mostly nocturnal, carnivorous
hunter at work, catching and eating ground squirrels,
chipmunks, rabbits and mice. Winter will find our
friend semi-active, most likely in bouts of torpor (not
hibernation) underground conserving energy until
spring.

Badgers can excavate dirt far more efficiently than a backhoe.

(See the National Geographic video here: http://news.
nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/badger-buriesentire-cow-carcass/)
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Calendar
of

Events

Shiocton Christmas
Bird Count
Friday, December 15
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Take a break from the holiday hustle and
join nature center staff and volunteers for a
day counting birds in the field. We’ll break
for a potluck lunch, always featuring warm
soups and yummy desserts. Call ahead if
you would like to take part.

Snowshoe Trails Open
and Rentals Available
Tue. - Sun., 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM
Take in the quiet beauty of
our lowland forest or an invigorating
hike to the top of Mosquito Hill! We have
snowshoes to fit just about everyone from
ages 4 and older. Call ahead to check on
trail conditions. Advance reservations for
groups of 10 or more are recommended.
Snowshoe Rental: $3.50/adults, $2.50/
students & seniors; FOMH: no charge.
Trail Use: no charge.

Take a Walk on the Dark Side
Saturday, January 6, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
So many people use our trails during the
day, but things look and feel different
after sunset. Experience the dark side
of Mosquito Hill with an after-dark walk
with naturalist Steve Petznick. Steve will
share basic astronomy skills for locating
constellations and wandering stars. He’ll
discuss nocturnal wildlife while you listen
for owls. Light refreshments will follow.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due January 3.

Torchlight Snowshoe
Walks
Saturdays, January 13 &
February 3, 6:30 – 9:00 PM

Enjoy this self-led tiki torch-lit excursion on
groomed snowshoe trails. Hot beverages
will be served and all snowshoe equipment
is provided. A $2 discount is available
to participants who bring their own
snowshoes.
$8/adults, $6/students, seniors, FOMH
Registration and payment due one week prior
to each event.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: Ground
Hogs, Woodchucks and
Whistle Pigs, Oh My!
January 18, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Just in time for Groundhog Day, learn about
the life and times of this subterranean
mammal from naturalist Steve Petznick.
Behaviors and adaptations of other ground
dwellers, whose lives are not well-known,
will also be addressed.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Advance reservations appreciated but walkins also welcome.

30th Annual Mosquito
Hill Snowshoe Race
Saturday, January 20
Registration opens at 8:30 AM.
Race times are staggered throughout the
morning.
The 1-mile, 3-mile and 5-mile loops are
located in our lowland forest. Courses are
groomed and fairly flat, with the 3-mile
and 5-mile course skirting the Wolf River
and Oxbow Ponds. The 800-meter kids’
race is a fairly flat, groomed trail near
the lowland forest and tall grass prairie.
Race fees include a long-sleeved t-shirt,
refreshments, a chili lunch, Mosquito Hill
goodie bag, prizes to top finishers and
admission to Winter Family Fun Day.
Race fees: $25 for the 1, 3 and 5-mile races,
$15 for the 800-meter kids’ race. Race day
fees increase by $5. Entry fees are non-

www.mosquitohill.com
refundable. See www.mosquitohill.com for
registration forms.

Winter Family Fun Day
Saturday, January 20
12:00 – 3:00 PM

Join us for some family-friendly
activities at our annual fun
day in the snow. Participate in the exciting
Family Olympics games for fun and
prizes. Play a round of human foosball.
Young children will enjoy sliding down the
otter slide and making a winter craft and
everyone will like the leisurely snowshoe
walk. Warm yourself by the campfire and
roast some marshmallows.

Hot food and beverages will be for sale. The
cost is $10 per car and includes snowshoe
rental. Watch our web site for details.

Wolf Cub Workshop –
Paws on the Path
Saturday, January 27
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Director Mike Hibbard will teach Wolf
Cubs how to prepare for a hike and how to
respect the land by understanding Leave
No Trace Principles and the Outdoor Code.
Take a one-mile hike or snowshoe hike and
learn about the plants and animals that live
here. Finish up with a campfire and s’mores!
Space is limited.
$8/scout. Registration and payment due
January 13.

Yin Yoga
Tuesdays, February 6, 13, 20 &
27, 6:00 – 7:00 PM
Yin yoga consists of a series of
poses that work the connective tissues in
the lower part of the body. These passive
poses are held for up to five minutes with
the aid of straps, blocks, bolsters and other
yoga props. This is a slow-paced class
appropriate for those with the ability to

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920-779-6433 or e-mail mary.swifka@outagamie.org.
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move through seated, standing, kneeling
and reclined positions. The instructor is
naturalist Jessica Miller, who is a certified
yoga instructor.
$25/4-week class or $8/session. Pay in
advance or walk-ins welcome.

Weave an Adirondack Basket
Saturday & Sunday, February 10 & 11, 9:00
AM – 4:00 PM
Weave your own basket of the Adirondack
Mountains: a pack traditionally used for
wilderness hunting, fishing and trapping.
All materials, including cotton straps, and
instruction are provided by Jeni Mursau,
Woven Blessings Basketry. A selection of
stains may be purchased to stain on your
own. $155/person. Registration and payment
due February 1.

An Evening for
Sweethearts
Wednesday, February 14
7:00 – 9:00 PM
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with your
sweetheart. After a snowshoe walk lighted
by tiki torches, enjoy a wine & cheese
reception. $50/couple. Registration and
payment due February 7.

Restorative Yoga
Saturday, February 24
10:30 AM – 12 Noon
Restorative
yoga
is
a
therapeutic practice that allows for relief of
tension and stress. Postures are practiced
on the floor with the support of props such
as bolsters, blankets and blocks and are held
anywhere from 2 to 15 minutes. Experience
gentle stretching and strengthening of
the body. Leave feeling refreshed and
rejuvenated. Please arrive 10-15 minutes
early. The instructor is naturalist Jessica
Miller, who is a certified yoga instructor.
$15/person. Registration and payment due
February 16.

Bear Cub Workshop –
Fur, Feathers and Fins
Saturday, February 24
1:00 – 3:00 PM
From tracks and scat to nests and burrows,
signs of animals are all around. Take a
one-mile hike with director Mike Hibbard
while searching for evidence. Learn about
protecting habitat as well as endangered
and extinct animals. Enjoy a campfire and
s’mores after the hike. Space is limited.
$8/scout. Registration and payment due
February 10.

Elk and Mule Deer Hunting in
Colorado
Sunday, February 25, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Steve and Kim Jordan, New London,
will share their experiences hunting in
Colorado, including how to choose an
outfitter if you decide not to hunt on
your own. Points to consider are the type
of hunting you want to do (archery, black
powder or rifle), whether you want to travel
by horseback or not, how to get your tags
(most areas of Colorado have plentiful tags)
and finding a reputable outfitter. A week in
the mountains is an amazing experience.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 16.

Build Your Own
Cedar LeopoldInspired Chair
Saturday, March 3
1:00 – 4:00 PM
Build a comfortable,
cedar, outdoor chair
inspired by the popular
Aldo Leopold benches that are used at
MHNC. Materials will be pre-cut and ready
to assemble with assistance from instructor,
Mosquito Hill director Mike Hibbard. The
chairs will last outdoors for years with no
upkeep necessary, weathering gracefully
as the years roll on. $75/chair, $150/pair;
$70/$140 for students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 19.

Central Wisconsin
Kestrel Research &
Nest Box Construction
Saturday, March 10
1:00 – 3:30 PM
Learn about one of the longest running
kestrel nest box studies in the U.S. Our
presenter, Amber Eschenbauch, will discuss
kestrel ecology, explain the equipment used
and share her team’s findings about kestrel
populations in the Buena Vista Grassland in
central Wisconsin. Amber is a 2004 graduate
of UWSP in biology and captive wildlife and
is a licensed bird bander. Afterwards, take
part in an optional workshop to assemble
your own kestrel nest box. Presentation:
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Nest box construction: $40. Registration and
payment due March 1.

Weave a North Carolina Farm
Basket
Sunday, March 11, 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM
This versatile basket has a woven solid base
with fillers and includes leather straps. The
base is 10” x 10” square and the completed

basket will be approximately 9 ½” high with
a top diameter of 14 ½”. Optional staining
is available for an additional $5 payable on
the day of class. $45/person. Registration
and payment due March 1.

Move! (Spring)
Wednesdays, March 21 – April 25
10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
On average, people spend only 4% of
their day actively moving. Because of too
much time sitting, our bodies become stiff
and don’t allow for full range of motion
in our muscles and joints even when we
are moving. Naturalist Jessica Miller will
introduce you to many simple forms of
movement: basic stretching and alignment
exercises, walking, climbing, hanging,
jumping, balancing and more. This is not
a “workout” class, rather a “restoration of
movement” class for people of any age and
of any fitness/mobility level who would like
to increase stamina, balance and strength.
Space is limited to 10 participants.
$50/6-class or $10/session. Registration and
payment due March 14.

Tiger Cub Workshop –
Tigers in the Wild
Saturday, March 24
1:00 – 3:00 PM
What do you need to survive in the
wild? Learn about the six essential items
every Tiger Scout needs to make it in the
wilderness from director Mike Hibbard. Take
a short hike to view plants and animals and
end the hike with a campfire and s’mores!
Space is limited. $8/scout. Registration and
payment due March 10.

Annual Midwest Crane
Count Training Session
Sunday, March 25
1:30 – 3:00 PM
Be a part of the Midwest Sandhill Crane
Count taking place on Saturday, April 14.
Anyone interested in participating in the
count must attend this training session.
We will review an instructional video,
learn about crane biology, receive site
assignments and learn how to enter data
into an online database. Sign-up for both
Outagamie and Waupaca County sites will
be held at this time. Please call to RSVP.
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Holiday Greetings from the staff of Mosquito Hill
Nature Center and the Friends of Mosquito Hill
board of directors! We thank you for your support
in 2017 and look forward to a new year filled
with great opportunities, exciting project and the
continuation of our Capital Campaign.

Board:
Jennifer Goggins, Appleton
Area School District
Nicholas Maravolo, Emeritus
Professor, Lawrence University,
Appleton
Rebecca McClone, Innovative
Services, Appleton, and St.
Joseph Residence, New London
Peggy McGaffey, Retired
Amanda Otis, Eillien’s Candies,
Green Bay, Treasurer
Tiffany Schulz, New London
School District
Chris Worzalla, KimberlyClark Corp., Neenah, Capital
Campaign Chair
Dave Wuebben, Hortonville
Area School District, FOMH
Board President
Address Correspondence To:
Friends of Mosquito Hill
N3880 Rogers Road
New London WI 54961
(920) 779-6433
www.mosquitohill.org
Interpretive Building Hours:
Tuesday-Friday:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Staff:
Loren Dieck, Director,
Outagamie County Parks

The Perfect Gift
Looking for that perfect gift for the holidays? Consider
making a stop in our gift shop. We have unique, one-of-akind items for everyone on your list. In addition, you’ll be
supporting local artists and Mosquito Hill.

Wish
Tree

Speaking of gifts, our holiday wish tree is up again, with
ideas for gifts to the nature center noted on the ornaments.
Please stop by and pick an ornament off the tree to make
a holiday purchase to benefit MHNC.

If you have made a recent contribution or are planning to
make one before the end of the year, please take
a moment to check with your employer about a
matching gift and take the steps needed to
ensure your gift is matched. It’s an easy way
to double, or in some cases, triple the size
of your donation.

ing
Match s
G if t

Are you a member of Friends of
Mosquito Hill? Please remember, your
membership expires on December
31. Your renewal may qualify for an
employer match and is tax deductible.

Mike Hibbard, Director/
Naturalist
Steve Petznick, Assistant
Naturalist
Jessica Miller, Assistant
Naturalist
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant
Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer
Coordinator
Newsletter:
Editors - Pat Brown, Ginny
Buschke, Deb Mentzel, Mary
Swifka
Layout & Design - Jayne
Thielen Frazier
NEW Printing, Appleton
Outlook Graphics, Neenah
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Snow was falling,
so much like stars
filling the dark trees
that one could easily imagine
its reason for being was nothing more
than prettiness.
― Mary Oliver

Wish List

If you would like to support MH
NC in a
small way, please consider a don
ation
to purchase or offset the cost
of the
following items:
• Two 10’ x 10’ EZ-up tents wit
h white
canopies
• Garden tools (multiples are
helpful
for group gardening projects)

• Bird Seed

• Gift cards from various reta
ilers
(Fleet Farm, Michaels Arts & Cra
fts,
Kwik Trip, etc.)
• Camera for our owl nesting
box
(Contact us for details.)

Volunteer
Voice

We’re doing it again!
Last year, a small, energetic team of volunteers re-purposed a
number of items that were donated to Cash in Your Attic. If you have
similar talent to share, please let us know. We’re looking for painters,
woodworkers and those with an eye for taking something old and
breathing new life into it. We promise to keep you busy.

“You make a living by what you get, but
you make a life by what you give.”
– Winston Churchill

Out & About
We are getting out more
at community events with
our traveling displays and
educational materials. If
you are having an event you

Will it be a white winter this year?

would like us to be a part of,

Our snowshoe rental room has been very quiet the last couple years
with so little snow. We’re hoping for lots of the white stuff this year.
A special Valentine’s Day event and two torchlight snowshoe walks
are also planned. Check your calendar and let us know if you’d like
to help with any of these activities. It’s a good way to enjoy the winter
and share your enjoyment with visitors.

volunteers staff the booths so

Short-term Commitment=
Long-term Benefit

New Members

Our efforts continue in our Capital Campaign. If you like to work on
marketing, grant research and writing, fundraising and organizing,
please let us know. There is always a place for you to be involved!

give us a call. It’s great to have
people know the opportunity
is there for them as well. Help
us spread the word.

Welcome to our new
volunteers: Andrea, Nicole,
Grace, Jennie and Audrie,
Jason, Jennifer, Mackenzie
and Zachary.

It’s Winter Family Fun Day!
Our annual winter festival is being held on Saturday, January 20.
We need your help, so please consider signing up for an indoor or
outdoor spot.
Contact volunteer coordinator Pat Lund-Moe to find out more
about how you can help with this, or any other, event. E-mail
volparks@outagamie.org or call 920-779-6433. Thank you!
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Return Service Requested

J

oin Friends of Mosquito Hill
Membership Categories:
(Please check one)

Your Information:

Senior Citizen/Student [$15]

Name

Individual [$20]

Address

Family [$35]

Phone

Enjoy these
benefits:

Business/Organization [$50]

99Receive our
quarterly
newsletter.

Patron [$50]

email

Supporting [$200]

Please send newsletter:

9910% discount in
our gift shop.
99Discount on
programs.
99Complimentary
snowshoe use on
our trails.
99Know you make a
difference!

Benefactor [$500]

U.S. Mail

Electronically*

*Please provide email address above.

Additional gift: ______________
Mail this form with a check to:
Friends of Mosquito Hill
N3880 Rogers Rd. • New London, WI 54961

For office use:
Check #

Date rec’d

Entered

