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Naturalist’s Corner

Smile! You’re on Snapshot Wisconsin!
Jessica Miller, Assistant Naturalist

For many years, we have been implementing
Citizen Based Monitoring projects at the
nature center to better understand our
property. This has led to better informed
staff naturalists and in turn, wiser land
management. Citizen Science or Citizen
Based Monitoring (CBM), are terms used
to describe ongoing scientific research
performed by volunteers, individually or
collectively, many who have no scientific
background or training. Citizen scientists
collect observations and measurements,
then document the information gathered.
Such monitoring programs allow scientists
to accomplish project
goals in a more timely and
efficient manner due to
the enormous number of
hours of research executed
and locations studied by
volunteers. These projects
help public awareness and
engagement, leading to a
greater sense of community ownership.
Over the years, we’ve studied numerous
subjects on the Mosquito Hill grounds
including native and non-native plants,
mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects and
birds. Many of these subjects were studied
on behalf of another organization. For
example, we coordinate the Sandhill Crane
Count in Outagamie County to support
the International Crane Foundation, and
take part in the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) Frog and Toad
Survey each spring. Some are selected
to document distribution in a geographic

area, others out of sheer curiosity. While
many of these monitoring projects are
ongoing, some were completed, leaving us
with time to incorporate another project.
Enter Snapshot Wisconsin.
Wildlife biologists are constantly striving
to update animal populations and range
maps across the state but because of
extenuating circumstances (weather, time,
workload, funding, etc.), it isn’t as easy as
it sounds. Snapshot Wisconsin is the state’s
latest CBM project being implemented by
WDNR that will utilize trail cameras and
volunteers in every county, in every season
to assist with data collection.
I’m happy to announce
that our application to the
program has been accepted.
We’re charging the batteries
to our new trail camera,
which will be placed in
an undisclosed location
on our property for the
next year.
The camera will be checked frequently and
wildlife photos sent to WDNR staff who will
upload them to the Zooniverse website (a
project partner). Not only will we be able to
see, sort and identify the pictures, but the
general public will too. After being classified
by animal type and quantity within the
frame, photos will be used by the WDNR
to update species’ range maps and track
species of concern across the state. Stay
tuned for updates and highlights over the
next 12 months.
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Many Hands Make the Work Light
Chris Worzalla, Capital Campaign Chair
All current Friends of Mosquito Hill
(FOMH) members and some special
guests were invited to join FOMH
board members on October 19 for
a Capital Campaign subcommittee
organizing meeting.
This meeting was a long time in the
making, as it started more than four
years ago with the development of
our strategic plan to attract and
retain visitors through the use
of new displays, attractions and
programs.
After an initial welcome, director
Mike Hibbard reviewed the work
both staff and board members have
been doing with Split Rock Studios.
Our interpretive display refresh will
overhaul the entire exhibit wing of
the interpretive building, replacing
displays, some of which are more
than 40 years old. The goal will be
to teach people about the nature
center property and inspire them

to go outside and explore the real
thing for themselves.
Mike also reviewed the plans and
progress on the Natural Playscape
project, which is meant to provide
an outdoor play environment that
engages children with nature and
can be a destination for children of
all ages.

working order. A broad range of
donation types are targeted, such
as individual, family and corporate.
In-kind contributions, along with
grants will help us reach our goal.

Finally, board president Dave
Wuebben went over a conceptual
idea for an observation tower that
would be placed on top of the hill.
The tower would be tall enough for
visitors to see above the tree canopy
and would provide stunning views of
Outagamie and Waupaca Counties.

We are taking a unique approach.
Rather than ask people to sign up
for a three-year commitment to the
Capital Campaign, the approach
that is being used is “task based.”
This allows people to contribute
in many different ways based on
their interest, skills and available
time. Volunteering with the Capital
Campaign subcommittee is a
great opportunity to help us while
providing personal and professional
growth experiences.

The goal of the Capital Campaign will
be to raise $2 million over the next
three years to fund these projects
and provide for an endowment
to make sure the displays can
remain up-to-date and in good

If you are interested in learning more
about the types of opportunities
available on the subcommittee
please contact me at chrisw.fomh@
gmail.com or director Mike Hibbard
at mike.hibbard@outagamie.org.

Envision a translucent crawl-through tunnel. A video screen
is embedded inside the tunnel, where visitors can watch
under-water footage from the Wolf River. In the waters
above, turtles or crayfish might appear to paddle. Around
the curving oxbow, sculpted native grasses, sedges and
aquatic plants can be found.

The discovery station will feature microscopes, magnifying
glasses, field guides and other tools to get visitors involved
in scientific discovery. These will be open-ended activities
that visitors can pursue at their own pace.
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Get in the Loop:
Hearing Loop Installed in the Great Room
Mike Hibbard, Director
Thanks to the generosity of several donors, a hearing

acoustics in the Great Room were preventing them from

loop has been installed in the Great Room of the

hearing some or all of our presentations. Several people

interpretive building to allow people with hearing loss

stepped up and offered donations to help the hearing

to enjoy our programs.

loop become a reality. At the FOMH annual meeting

A hearing loop is an assistive listening system in the form
of a wire that has been installed around the perimeter
of the Great Room and connected to our existing
sound system. The loop creates a magnetic signal that
can be picked up by hearing aids or cochlear implants
equipped with telecoils (activated with help from an
audiologist). The sound is transmitted wirelessly and

and volunteer recognition event in May, two couples
offered to match donations, thereby encouraging others
to give. By September enough money was raised and
the loop was installed in November. It is now available
for patrons to use to fully
enjoy programs in the
Great Room.

broadcast to the user’s ears while eliminating any

I would like to thank all

background noise. Upon request, other individuals

of the donors who helped

can use a pocket-sized receiver with headphones to

make our programs more

pick up the signal.

accessible to our visitors

Over the past few years, some program attendees have
expressed frustration that background noise and poor

and fulfill a long-time wish
list request.

See You on the Slope
Thanks to Ryan Krieser and Boy Scout Troop 23, Clintonville,
MHNC has a new snowshoe trail that takes users to the top
of Mosquito Hill. Ryan’s Eagle Scout project used some of the
existing hiking trail to add approximately one mile of winter
walking.
Look for the yellow diamond trail as it branches off the blue
snowshoe trail near the end of the All People’s Trail at Oxbow
Pond. The steeper portion of the trail will be for snowshoes with
crampons only to ensure safe travels.
Thank you, Ryan, for making MHNC an even more enjoyable
place for people to experience nature year-round.
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Calendar
of

Events

Holiday Make & Take
Saturday, December 10
9:00 – 11:00 AM or
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
You won’t want your kids to miss this one!
They’ll make 8 unique gifts and wrap them
with the assistance of our volunteer team.
Voila! Your child’s holiday shopping is
complete. This event is most appropriate
for 4K – 5th graders. No one younger than
4 years, please.
$15/child. Call ASAP for openings.

Shiocton Christmas
Bird Count
Friday, December 16,
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Take a break from the holiday hustle and
join nature center staff and volunteers for a
day counting birds in the field. We’ll break
for a pot luck lunch, always featuring warm
soups and yummy desserts.
Call ahead if you would like to take part.

Snowshoe Trails Open
and Rentals Available
Tuesdays – Sundays,
9:30 AM – 2:00 PM
Enjoy the quiet beauty of our lowland
forest. We have snowshoes to fit just about
everyone, from pre-schoolers on up. Please
call ahead to check on trail conditions and
the availability of rentals during the week.
Advance reservations for groups of 10 or
more are strongly recommended. Families
with young children may try out our
smaller shoes for age 4 and older, or bring
a sled to pull your toddlers.
Snowshoe Rental: $3.50/adults, $2.50/
students & seniors; FOMH: no charge.
Trail Use: no charge.

Torchlight Snowshoe
Walks
Saturdays, January 14 &
February 4, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Enjoy this self-led tiki torch-lit excursion on
groomed snowshoe trails. Refreshments
will be served and all snowshoe equipment
is provided. A $2 discount is available
to participants who bring their own
snowshoes.
$8/adults, $5/students, seniors, FOMH or
$25/household. Registration and payment
due one week prior to each event. Call ahead
to reserve a time slot.

www.mosquitohill.com
Third Thursday
Lecture Series:
Honeybees and
Beekeeping: The Buzz
about Bees
January 19, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Honeybees and beekeepers have received
a startling amount of attention the last few
years as bee populations decline and the
general public becomes more aware of
the importance of bees in pollinating the
crops they eat. Waupaca beekeeper Kent
Pegorsch will talk about honeybees and
beekeeping in the US and threats to bees
and other pollinating insects.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH
Registration and payment due January 13.

Winter Work-Out Wednesdays
Wednesdays, January 18 & 25, and
February 1, 8 & 15, 9:30 – 11:30 AM
Winter is a tough time of year for us to be
outside due to the frigid temps and snow,
but if we immerse ourselves in the season
and bundle up properly, it is possible to
find joy in winter weather. Join certified
yoga instructor and naturalist, Jessica
Miller, as she guides participants through
a gentle 45-minute indoor yoga class then
heads out for a 45-minute snowshoe hike
(or foot hike if poor snow conditions) on
the nature center property. You’ll get a
good stretch, a light cardio workout, a
tutorial in the nature world, and bragging
rights for being outside!
$8/session or $30 for all five dates.
Registration and payment due January 11.

30th Annual Mosquito
Hill Snowshoe Race
Saturday, January 21
Registration opens at 8:30 AM.
Race times are staggered throughout the
morning.
The 1-mile, 3-mile and 5-mile racecourses
are located in our wooded, lowland
forest. All courses are groomed and fairly
flat, with the 3-mile and 5-mile course
skirting the Wolf River and Oxbow Ponds.
The 800-meter kids’ race is a fairly flat,
groomed trail near the lowland forest and
tall grass prairie. Race fees include a longsleeved t-shirt, refreshments, a chili lunch,
Mosquito Hill goodie bag, prizes to top
finishers and admission to Winter Family
Fun Day.
Race fees paid before January 21 are $25
for the 1, 3 and 5-mile races and $15 for the
800-meter kids’ race. Race day fees increase
by $5. Entry fees are non-refundable. See
www.mosquitohill.com for registration forms.

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920-779-6433 or e-mail mary.swifka@outagamie.org.
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Winter Family Fun Day
Saturday, January 21,
12:00 – 3:00 PM
After the snowshoe races, join
us for a host of family-friendly activities at
this annual fun day in the snow. Participate
in the exciting snow-filled Family Olympics
games for fun and prizes. Play a round of
human foosball. Young children are sure
to enjoy sliding down the otter slide and
making a winter craft. Enjoy a leisurely
snowshoe hike with your family. When
you return, warm yourself by the crackling
campfire and roast some marshmallows
while sharing stories of the day. Hot food
and beverages will be for sale, so bring
your entire family for lunch and stay for the
afternoon. The cost is just $10 per carload
and includes snowshoe rental. Don’t be left
out in the cold; join us for this “hot” event.

Yoga for the Curious
Tuesdays, January 24 & 31, and
February 7 & 14, 6:00 – 7:00 PM
Unsure of the difference between a
Downward Facing Dog and Chicago-style
hot dog? While one in three Americans
have tried yoga, this class is for the other
two-thirds. We’ll dispel the myths about
yoga (it’s not about putting your foot
behind your head), learn to breathe (yes,
there is a proper way), and practice gentle
poses to make you feel amazing (many
involve lying on the floor)! Bring a yoga
mat (only a few will be available), a water
bottle and a sense of adventure.
$8/session or $25 for all four dates.
Registration and payment due January 17.

Leave No Family
Inside: Snowshoeing
for Beginners
Saturday, January 28,
1:00 – 3:00 PM
What better way to get out and enjoy our
Wisconsin winters than to experience it on
snowshoes? Join naturalist Jessica Miller as
she guides you through the (easy) process
of learning how to snowshoe. A guided
hike around the nature center property
will give you some practice with the new
foot gear and a chance to learn about our
winter world.
$6/person or $10/household.
Registration and payment due January 20.

What’s New in Our
Solar System?
Saturday, February 4,
1:00 – 2:30 PM
With so many advances in technology in the
field of astronomy, people are struggling
to stay abreast of the ever-changing and
always-increasing body of knowledge.
This program is intended to update you
about some of the fascinating things we’ve
learned about our Solar System since you
were in grade school. You will once again
feel like you understand what’s happening
in the distant parts of this place we call
home.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 2.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: Restore
the Shore Project
February 16, 9:30 – 11:00 PM
Jim Knickelbine, executive director of
Woodland Dunes Nature Center will
introduce the Restore the Shore Project, an
effort to improve habitat for migratory
birds along the Lake Michigan shoreline
in the Manitowoc/Two Rivers area. Learn
about this cooperative project in which
Woodland Dunes works with neighboring
landowners and park departments in
the two nearby cities to manage invasive
species and plant native trees, shrubs, and
wildflowers which benefit migratory birds
and insects.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH
Registration and payment due February
10.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH
Registration and payment due February 10.

Basket Making
Workshop: Casserole
Basket
Sunday, February 26,
11:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Weave a versatile basket that has beauty
and purpose. This 9” x 13” piece features
a solid wooden base to hold your hot
casserole after it comes out of the oven.
It works as a trivet while matching your
kitchen/dining décor. Add removable
leather handles at no additional cost.
No previous experience is required; all
materials and instruction will be provided
by Jeni Mursau from Woven Blessings
Basketry. Optional staining and ceramic

and wood embellishments will be available
for a small fee. $45/person. Registration and
payment due February 17.

Pruning Basics: Preparing Plants
for a New Year
Saturday, March 4, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
This class will cover the basics of pruning
trees and shrubs typically found in yards.
Discussion of timing, tools and techniques
will be covered to help improve the health
of your plants. Gain confidence in proper
removal of branches and learn to prune
with a purpose. Bring clear sharp pictures
from different angles of your difficult
pruning projects and get practical advice.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 28.

Annual Midwest Crane Count
Training Session
Saturday, March 25, 1:00 – 2:30 PM
Be a part of the Midwest Sandhill Crane
Count taking place on Saturday, April 8.
Anyone interested in participating in the
Count must attend this training session.
We will review an instructional video,
learn about crane biology, receive site
assignments and learn how to enter our
data into an online database. Sign-up for
both Outagamie County and Waupaca
County will be held at Mosquito Hill Nature
Center. No charge. Please call to RSVP.

Holiday Wishes
A special wish goes out to each and
every one of our volunteers and
FOMH members for a peaceful,
joyful holiday season. 2017 will
bring excitement and change as we
continue to build on what we have
treasured here for the past 42 years.
We look forward to working together.
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Winter Opportunities
Looking ahead to winter, our need for volunteers always continues.
Check out these opportunities to help:
• A great way to spend a winter day is
at our Snowshoe Races and Winter
Family Fun Day on January 21. Even
if it’s cold, we get a nice turnout of
people ready to race in the morning and
then participate in Family Olympics,
s’mores, crafts and more fun through
the afternoon. Don’t worry; we’ll have
hot beverages and food to get you
through.
• The office often needs coverage when
staff is out with a school group or
presenting programs. All you need is a
friendly face, voice and time to be front
and center. Once in a while we may
ask for help with a project during that
time as well.

• Students keep coming our way to
check out the winter trails. If you like
working with children, we will help you
learn our winter naturalist program.
This is so rewarding and you know
children are experiencing the outdoors
and learning in an environment in
which they are often not exposed.
• As always, we have many unique ways
for volunteers to get involved. You
may have read Chris’ article about the
Capital Campaign. There are so many
things to do, big and small, long and
short term. There is a spot for you!

Other opportunities to help MHNC
Matching Gifts

The Perfect Gift

Interpretive Building Hours:
Tuesday-Friday:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

If you have made a recent contribution
or are planning to make one before the
end of the year, please take a moment
to check with your employer about a
matching gift and take the steps needed
to ensure your gift is matched. It’s an
easy way to double, or in some cases,
triple the size of your donation.

Looking for that perfect gift for the
holidays? Consider making a stop in
our gift shop. We have unique, one-ofa-kind items for everyone on your list.
In addition, you’ll be supporting local
artists and Mosquito Hill.

Staff:

The Gift of Membership

Speaking of gifts, our holiday gift tree
is up again, with ideas for gifts to the
nature center noted on the ornaments.
Please stop by and pick an ornament
off the tree to make a holiday purchase
to benefit MHNC.

N3880 Rogers Road
New London WI 54961
(920) 779-6433
www.mosquitohill.org

Loren Dieck, Director,
Outagamie County Parks
Mike Hibbard, Director/
Naturalist
Steve Petznick, Assistant
Naturalist
Jessica Miller, Assistant
Naturalist
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant
Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer
Coordinator
Newsletter:
Editors - Pat Brown, Ginny
Buschke, Deb Mentzel, Mary
Swifka
Layout & Design - Jayne
Thielen Frazier
NEW Printing, Appleton
Outlook Graphics, Neenah
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Are you a member of Friends of
Mosquito Hill? Please remember, your
membership expires on December 31.
Your renewal payment may also qualify
for an employer match and is also tax
deductible.

Holiday Gift Tree

**Winter Wish List**
If you would like to support MHNC in a small way, please consider a donation to
purchase or offset the cost of the following items:
• Two 10’ x 10’ EZ-up tents with white
canopies
• 18 volt cordless impact driver
• Garden tools (multiples are helpful
for group gardening projects)

• Bird Seed
• Gift cards from various retailers (Fleet
Farm, Michaels Arts & Crafts, Kwik
Trip, etc.)
• Colored copy paper
• Two new sturdy card tables

Volunteer
Voice

“You make a living by what you get, but
you make a life by what you give.”
– Winston Churchill

Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer Coordinator
e-mail: volparks@outagamie.org

Hey! What’s in your wallet? Have you heard that one
before? Well, we truly are wondering what is in your
attic, basement, garage or storage shed! What special
items do you have that might be worth donating for a
great cause?
In previous newsletters, you read about our new
fundraiser, Cash in Your Attic, set for Saturday, April 29.
Hopefully you are as excited about this new endeavor
as all of us. We are so grateful to Kelly Rickert of Water
Street Vintage, New London, for offering her expertise
and storage space for your donations. She will receive
and screen donations of antique and vintage items
from January 2 until April 15. Your donations will
then be auctioned singly, or possibly repurposed to
create new and unique items for a raffle. Mad Dog and
Merrill will be on hand to get the auction rolling and
keep it exciting! Heavy hors d’oeuvres, cash bar and
music will add to the evening. All funds raised will
go toward our Capital Campaign which will fund the
construction of new exhibits, outdoor playscape, tower
and treehouse. It promises to be a night to remember.
So, the challenge is posed: what wonderful items do
you have stored away, waiting for a new purpose?
That ‘57 Chevy gathering dust in your shed will be 60
years old in April! Wouldn’t that look great parked out
in front of our building the night of the event?
For more information, please watch for updates on our
Facebook page, website and flyers, or contact Mary:
mary.swifka@outagamie.org or 920-779-6433.
We are winding down to the end of another year of
activities at Mosquito Hill. Volunteers continually
stepped up to the plate for our needs. Continue to
spread the word to your friends and family about
joining our volunteer team. We do have fun. It’s a great
way to make new friends, or volunteer as a family or
team from work.

Another way to give of ourselves is financially. We
know everyone is not able to give a lot, but even a small
gift is helpful. There are employers who contribute an
hourly rate to us for their employees who volunteer
at MHNC. I would encourage anyone who has not
become a member of Friends of Mosquito Hill to do so.
It is a great way to continue our work into the future.
A gift membership for a friend or family member tells
that person how important our nature center is to
you, and may set the tone for future involvement for
that recipient. What a great gift idea for a family, or for
that person who has everything.

Volunteers (from left) Sue Melter, Mary Close, Kelly Hamilton and
Julie Dickson served more than 1,000 food and beverage items
during Harvest Moon Festival on October 8.

Do you have a story to tell about Mosquito Hill Nature
Center? We want to hear your memories and feelings
about our special place. Others listen when stories are
told. We want people to know the special emotions,
experiences and memories that keep bringing you
back. Come on out, sit down and tell your story. We
will listen and share your joy.
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