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Winter Fun for Everyone

T

Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant

here is no escaping the fact: winter
is on its way. But whether you
believe the Farmer’s Almanac
prediction of a “snow-filled and frigid”
season or the possibility of a drier and
warmer winter thanks to El Niño, our
staff and volunteers are gearing up for a
few months of winter fun. Instead of daydreaming about time in Arizona or curling
into a fetal position, take a look at some
of the great activities we have planned in
December, January and February.
Take a break from
the holiday planning
and spend a day
in the field with us
as we tally birds
during the Shiocton
Area Christmas Bird
Count on December
Shiocton Area
18. This annual
Christmas
Bird Count,
census of winter
December 18.
resident birds has
been going on since 1905. We’ll warm up
with a potluck lunch.

800-meter kids’ route. In the afternoon,
our winter festival will feature outdoor and
indoor activities for
all ages. Warm up
with chili and hot
chocolate.
If you’re looking
for
a
unique
way to celebrate
Valentine’s Day with
your honey, make
Winter Family Fun
your reservations
Day, January 23.
for An Evening for
Sweethearts on February 13. You’ll enjoy
appetizers and drinks, a roaring campfire,
snowshoe walk and making a gift to take
home.
Torchlight snowshoe walks are also
planned for Saturdays, January 9 and
30, 6:30 – 9:00 PM. Take an after dark
walk on your own and enjoy some snacks
and hot beverages when you return.

If you’re looking for an opportunity
to get in shape after the holidays and
enjoy some winter exercise, then Serious
Snowshoe Sundays are for you. We’ll
meet every Sunday from January 3
through February 21 for stretching, some
gentle yoga, indoor learning sessions and
a snowshoe walk, building our endurance
as the weeks progress.
January 23 is a busy day at MHNC as we
hold our Annual Mosquito Hill Snowshoe
Races and Winter Family Fun Day. In
the morning, walk or run in your choice
of a one, three or five-mile race or an

Snowshoe races,
January 23.

Of course, as soon
as we’ve had a few
inches of snow
fall, we’ll open our
snowshoe
trails
and
ungroomed
cross-country ski
trails. Hit the scenic
trails as weather
conditions permit.
Snowshoe rental is
available.

More information
on all these programs (and some others
just for you cocooning types) may be
found on pages 4-5. We hope to see you
soon!

Our Mission

The Friends of
Mosquito Hill support,
promote and enhance
Mosquito Hill Nature
Center. We realize
this mission through
volunteerism,
fundraising and our
shared passion for
nature.

Follow Mosquito Hill
Nature Center!

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
mosquitohillnaturecenter
Twitter: @mosquitohill
Instagram:
mosquitohillnaturecenter
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Mosquito Hill Musky and Walleye Expo:
The Super Bowl of Fishing Shows
Mike Hibbard, Director
For the past 27 years Mosquito Hill Nature Center has
sponsored Musky Magic, a one day fishing expo for
musky fishing enthusiasts. We want to build on the
success of that event by including a new dimension to
the popular program. Mosquito Hill is located in the
heart of one of the best walleye fisheries in the country,
so we’ve decided to offer a fishing show that features
two of the most popular game fish among Wisconsin
anglers—musky and walleye.

Our featured walleye seminar will be conducted by
Keith Kavajecz, Kaukauna. Keith is a professional
walleye fisherman, specializing in tournament fishing
and walleye fishing promotions. He is a “Legendary
Angler” inductee into the National Fresh Water Fishing
Hall of Fame and one of the co-hosts of the popular The
Next Bite TV show (now in its 11th season on air), airing
on NBC Sports Network, WFN and Destination America
networks.

The new Mosquito Hill Musky and Walleye Expo will
take place on Super Bowl Saturday, February 6, from
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. The show will feature vendors and
bait manufacturers for both species of game fish from
around the state and region. Educational seminars
by two of the best musky and walleye anglers in the
region will also be featured. As in the past, the show
will include concession sales and raffles. The show will
move from its former location to the Hortonville Middle
School. Admission is $8/person; children under 12 are
free.

Our featured musky seminar will be presented by Pete
Maina. Pete is North America’s number one authority on
musky and northern pike fishing. He is internationally
known for his prowess with musky, northern pike – big
toothy fishes! He is an entrepreneur, an accomplished
author, photographer and TV personality. Pete has
authored books, countless articles and educational
videos – as well as being a very popular speaker
and personality at fishing events and sport shows
throughout North America. Pete was named as one
of the “Top 20 Anglers on the Planet” by Outdoor Life
Magazine.

Pet Policy and Tough Love
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant

One year ago we printed a friendly
reminder in this newsletter about the
40-year ordinance that prohibits pets
on the property. Recently, we had two
visitors reach out to us questioning if
we had reversed that policy and were
now allowing dogs at MHNC.
They asked because they have
repeatedly seen visitors walking their
dogs on our trails after hours. The
short answer: we haven’t. The longer
explanation is a bit more complicated
and rather painful to express.
It’s painful because we love dogs. All
our staff currently share or recently
have shared our homes with dogs. We
get it. You want to spend time outdoors
with your dogs. You want them to be

able to run off-leash. You want to be in
a scenic environment.

and on Mondays when the interpretive
building is closed.

I’m sorry; you may not walk your
dogs here. This is property that needs
to remain dog-free. From our fall,
2014 issue: “Our staff is charged
with maintaining healthy wildlife
populations on this property and,
unfortunately, even the friendliest and
most well-behaved dogs can harass and
harm wildlife, especially if they are offleash. Likewise, dogs can be killed by
wildlife and are vulnerable to diseases
transmitted by wild animals.”

And those visitors mentioned earlier?
They were uncomfortable telling us
about the offenders. We feel bad about
that too—they shouldn’t have to bear
that responsibility.

We are disappointed that a few
visitors have willfully disregarded the
ordinance and conveniently avoided
staff by walking their dogs after hours

Please, show your respect for this
property and the people who use it by
following the rules. Visitors, staff and
wildlife will all appreciate it.

As a result, we have consulted with the
Outagamie County Sheriff’s Department
who will be increasing their presence at
the center and possibly fining visitors
$169 for violating the ordinance. You’ll
also see updated and more prominent
signage at the parking lot entrance.

Where can you walk your dog? Off leash: Outagamie County Pet Exercise Area | New London Jaycees Dog Park
On leash: Any New London city park | Wiouwash State Trail | Newton Blackmour State Trail | CE Trail
Visit www.outagamie.org or www.newlondonwi.org for more information.
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Witch-hazel:
Biology and Lore
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant
As the vibrant colors of autumn are replaced by the
somber tones of November, we are pleasantly surprised
by one last, albeit subtle, splash of yellow flowers. While
almost all plants in Wisconsin have cast off their leaves
and are shutting down for the winter, the American
witch-hazel, Hamamelis virginiana, is in full bloom at
MHNC from late October into early November.
American witch-hazel is a woody shrub native to
eastern North America which grows 12 – 15 feet tall. Its
clusters of fragrant yellow flowers nestle in the axils of
the leaves. The yellow petals have a wrinkly appearance.
The shrub produces small, woody seed capsules which
go dormant throughout the winter, then develop over
the next growing season. By the following autumn, the
capsules have split apart and ejected two shiny, black
seeds about 10 to 20 feet from the plant. The seeds take
an additional year to germinate.

In her October 2011 blog post, Witch-hazel: the
Honeybee’s Last Forage, author Leah Mital-Skiff shares
some Vermont lore about the origin of the plant’s name:
“The name witch-hazel is attributed to the sound of
the expelled seeds hitting the dry leaves of the forest
floor. People associated this eerie phenomenon with
witchcraft practiced deep in the woods on still autumn
days.”
When I first learned about witch-hazel, I was told by a
well-respected naturalist that the name came from the
fact that the plant flowered during a time of the year
when other plants were dormant, indicating the plant
possessed some magical properties.

A quick Google search reveals a more common
You would think pollinating insects would be at a explanation. The bendable, forked branches of witchpremium in November due to colder temperatures and
hazel were used by Native Americans and European
shorter days. For this reason, it is speculated that most
settlers as dowsing or divining rods, wishboneof the witch-hazel flowers go without pollination and the
plant produces few fruits. However, the website www. shaped twigs, to find groundwater sources. The art of
dowsing was regarded by some superstitious people
illinoiswildflowers.info lists a
as witchcraft, giving rise to
number of insect species,
Witch-hazel flowers
the alternate term waterprimarily
flies,
wasps
witching.
and moths, which are
attracted to the pollen and
For hikers, to come
nectar of witch-hazel. The
upon the flowering witch
author and scientist Bernd
hazel in autumn is an
Heinrich has observed
owlet moths pollinating
unexpected treat as the
the plant.
rest of the woodland plants
are preparing for their long
While we understand quite
winter’s nap. Perhaps
a bit about its biology, the
you’ll be lucky enough to
lore surrounding the origin
see the fall flower show on
of the name witch-hazel is
your next October walk at
speculative at best but still
MHNC.
quite interesting.
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Calendar
of

Events

Holiday Make & Take
Saturday, December 12
9:00 – 11:00 AM or 11:00 AM –
1:00 PM
You won’t want your kids to miss this one!
They’ll make 8 unique gifts and wrap them
with the assistance of our volunteer team.
Voila! Your child’s holiday shopping is done.
This event is most appropriate for K – 5th
graders. No one younger than 5 years,
please.
$14/child. Call ASAP for openings.

Shiocton Christmas Bird Count
Friday, December 18, 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Take a break from the holiday hustle and
join nature center staff and volunteers for a
day in the field counting birds. We’ll break
for a potluck lunch, always featuring warm
soups and yummy desserts.
Call ahead if you would like to take part.

Snowshoe Trails Open
and Rentals Available
Tuesdays – Sundays
9:30 AM – 2:00 PM
Enjoy the quiet beauty of our lowland
forest. We have snowshoes to fit just about
everyone, from pre-schoolers on up. Please
call ahead to check on trail conditions and
the availability of rentals during the week.
Advance reservations for groups of 10 or
more are strongly recommended. Families
with young children may try out our smaller
shoes for age 4 and older, or bring a sled to
pull your toddlers.
Snowshoe Rental: $3.50/adults, $2.50/students
& seniors; FOMH: no charge.
Trail use: no charge.

Serious Snowshoe
Sundays
Sundays, January 3 – February
21, 12:00 noon – 3:00 PM
Are you serious about getting in shape
this winter? Snowshoeing is a great
cardiovascular workout and this year
we’re pairing it with a little bit of yoga.
Naturalists Jessica Miller and Mary Swifka
will guide participants each week, not for a
leisurely hike, but for a bout of invigorating
exercise, increasing our speed and distance
as the weeks progress. Some of the sessions
will start with 30-minute yoga/stretching
session taught by certified yoga instructor,
Wanda Schnetzer, which will warm the body
before heading outside. A snowshoe hike will
follow. If snow conditions are not adequate
and we cannot snowshoe, a walking hike
will be substituted. A light snack and warm
beverage will be included each week.
$5/session or $30/for all 8 classes. Price
includes snowshoe rental, if needed.
Registration and payment due December 28.

Torchlight Snowshoe
Walks
Saturdays, January 9 & 30
6:30 – 9:00 PM
Enjoy this self-led excursion through the
nature center’s lowland forest lighted by tiki
torches. Refreshments will be served and
all snowshoe equipment is provided. A $2
discount is available to participants who
bring their own snowshoes.
$8/adults, $5/students, seniors, FOMH or $25/
household. Registration and payment due one
week prior to each event.

Basket Making Workshop
Sunday, January 10, 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Learn how to weave a fun-sized 7” x 7”
snack basket using basic techniques with

www.mosquitohill.com
flat reed. Numerous choices of dyed reed to
accent your basket will be available. The
corners can be left rounded or cracked to
make the basket square. No prior weaving
experience necessary. Jeni Mursau, Woven
Blessings Basketry, will walk you through
the step by step process.
$28/person. Registration and payment due
December 30.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: The
What, Where & Why of
Frac Sand in Wisconsin
January 21, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Just what is so special about Wisconsin
sand that we send it to the desert country of
Saudi Arabia? Learn about the properties
of frac sand, the geologic processes that
produced it, and what it is used for from Dr.
Joanne Kluessendorf, geologist and founding
director of the Weis Earth Science Museum
in Menasha.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH
Registration and payment due January 15

29th Annual Mosquito
Hill Snowshoe Race
Saturday, January 23
Registration opens at 8:30 AM.
Races times staggered throughout the
morning.

Unless otherwise noted, advance registration and payment are required. Call 920-779-6433 or e-mail mary.swifka@outagamie.org.
4 | View from the Hill | Winter 2015

The 1-mile, 3-mile and 5-mile routes are
located in our wooded, lowland forest. All
courses are groomed and fairly flat, with the
3-mile and 5-mile course skirting the Wolf
River and Oxbow Ponds. The 800-meter
kids’ race is a fairly flat, groomed trail near
the lowland forest and tall grass prairie.
Race fees include a long-sleeved t-shirt,
refreshments, a chili lunch, Mosquito Hill
goodie bag, prizes to top finishers and
admission to Winter Family Fun Day.
Race fees paid before January 23 are $25
for the 1, 3 and 5-mile races and $15 for the
800-meter kids’ race. Race day fees increase by
$5. Entry fees are non-refundable.

Winter Family Fun Day
Saturday, January 23, 12:00 –
3:00 PM
Shake off the winter doldrums
and join us for some fun in the cold.
Family-friendly activities include a dog-sled
demonstration, a human foosball game and
a presentation with a live owl. Participate
in the exciting snow-filled games for fun
and prizes. Try your hand at ice bowling.
Enjoy a leisurely snowshoe hike with your
family. When you return, warm yourself
by the crackling campfire and roast some
marshmallows while sharing stories of
the day. Hot food and beverages will be
available, so bring your entire family for
lunch and stay for the afternoon. Don’t be
left out in the cold; join us for this “hot”
event!

$10/car, includes snowshoe rental.
Mosquito Hill Musky and
Walleye Expo
Saturday, February 6.

See page 2 for details.
An Evening for
Sweethearts
Saturday, February 13
7:00 – 10:00 PM
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with your
sweetheart and be treated to an evening
complete with appetizers (you can skip
dinner), beverages and soft music. Enjoy
an indoor game, a quiet snowshoe walk
and campfire. Take home a small gift as a
memento.
$45/couple. Registration and payment due
February 5.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: The I
Heart Wisconsin Trip
February 18, 9:30 – 11:00 AM

The I Heart Wisconsin trip was an 18day kayak paddle from the source of the
Wisconsin River to the confluence with
the Mississippi River in October 2015. As
a positive response to the state’s budget
cuts to natural resources, Ruth Oppedahl,
Executive Director of the Natural Resources
Foundation of Wisconsin, used her vacation
exploring our state from north to south
and meeting with conservation groups and
citizens along the way to learn how they
help protect our lands, waters and wildlife.
She discovered a beautiful, wild river and
wonderful people along the way.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 12.

How to Keep your Guns in Top
Performance
Saturday February 20, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Learn proper techniques for cleaning and
maintaining your rifles and shotguns from
New London gunsmith Roger Krueger.
Roger will show the proper procedures for
dismantling, cleaning, lubricating and
storing long stock firearms. With years of
experience as a gunsmith and avid hunter,
Roger can answer nearly every question
concerning the care of your equipment.
Please leave all firearms at home for this
presentation.
$10/person, $8/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 15.

A Man, His Dog and
the Wilderness
Saturday, February 20
1:00 – 3:00 PM
MHNC volunteer Don Baumgartner and
his husky Nikita are veteran wilderness
trippers with a couple big adventures under
their belts. A 14-day canoe trip through
Woodland Caribou Park in Ontario in
2013 was followed by a 5-day backpacking
trip in the Colorado Rockies last year. Don
will share their adventures canoeing and
portaging, understanding unpredictable
wildlife, packing light, eating well and
staying safe.
$6/adults, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due February 12.

Basket Making
Workshop
Sunday, February 28, 11:30 AM
– 4:00 PM
Learn how to weave an 8” x 10” basket with
a handle. Instructor Jeni Mursau will lead
you through the process of using flat reed
with different accent colors to create this
oval basket dubbed “Deb’s Butterfly Basket.”
Butterfly embellishments are included. No
previous experience is required. Optional
staining will be available for a small fee.
$45/person. Registration and payment due
February 19.

Third Thursday
Lecture Series: Aquatic
Invasive Species
March 17, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Learn about aquatic invasive species from
Chris Kolasinksi, Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources aquatic biologist. More
details will follow in the spring newsletter.
$6/person, $4/students, seniors, FOMH.
Registration and payment due March 10.

Volunteers:
Get Involved!
Check the calendar of events and
let us know where you would like
to be involved.
Coming up are Winter Family Fun
Day, the NEW Fishing Festival,
snowshoe rental and special
events. Seasonal display board
updates and shifts in the office are
welcome. Volunteer naturalists are
always in demand to work with the
students on field trips. Expertise
in social media and marketing is
necessary as we get our word out
to the public. Committees and
board member positions are open
and waiting for new energy and
fresh ideas. Contact Pat LundMoe to sign up: 920-779-6433,
volparks@outagamie.org
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Board:
Jared Ashland, Jewelers
Mutual, Neenah
Andy Buckoski, Schenk, SC,
Appleton, Treasurer
Paul Christensen, Miron
Construction Co., Inc., Neenah
Jennifer Goggins, Neenah
Rebecca McClone, Donaldson’s
Gourmet & Gifts, Hortonville
Jim Olson, retired, Wolf River
Community Bank, Hortonville
Tiffany Schulz, New London
School District
Chris Worzalla, Kimberly-Clark
Corp., Neenah, FOMH Board
President
Dave Wuebben, Hortonville
Area School District

A

Holiday Wishes

special wish goes out to each and
every one of our volunteers and FOMH
members for a peaceful, joyful holiday
season. 2016 will bring excitement and
change as we continue to build on what we
have treasured here at Mosquito Hill Nature
Center for the past 41 years. We look forward
to working together.

New Members
We welcome the following new members:
Barb Miller
Bob & Sue Spahn
Betty Witt Huhn & Patrick Huhn

Other Opportunities
to help MHNC

N3880 Rogers Road
New London WI 54961
(920) 779-6433
www.mosquitohill.org

If you have made a recent contribution or plan
to make one before the end of the year, please
take a moment to check with your employer
about a matching gift and take the steps
needed to ensure your gift is matched. It’s an
easy way to double, or in some cases, triple
your generosity.

Interpretive Building Hours:
Tuesday-Friday:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Are you a member of Friends of Mosquito Hill?
Please remember, your membership expires
on December 31. Your renewal payment may
also qualify for an employer match.

Address Correspondence To:
Friends of Mosquito Hill

Staff:
Loren Dieck, Director,
Outagamie County Parks
Mike Hibbard, Director/
Naturalist
Steve Petznick, Assistant
Naturalist
Jessica Miller, Assistant
Naturalist
Mary Swifka, Staff Assistant
Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer
Coordinator
Newsletter:
Editors - Pat Brown, Ginny
Buschke, Susan Hankin, Mary
Swifka
Layout & Design - Jayne
Thielen Frazier
NEW Printing, Appleton
Outlook Graphics, Neenah
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Volunteers Faye Wohlrabe and Dave
Meyer at the cider press at Harvest
Moon Festival on October 10.

Volunteer Dawn Rohde helping young
ones with their s’mores at Harvest
Moon Festival.

Wish List

If you would like to support
MHNC in a
small way, please consider a
donation to
purchase or offset the cost of the
following
items:
• 2 10’x10’ EZ-up tents with wh
ite

canopies
• Apple grinder (for our apple pre
ss)
• Garden tools (multiples are
helpful for
group gardening projects)
• Bird Seed
• Hearing loop (a device placed
in our Great
Room that allows those with
a hearing
loss to enjoy our programs)
• Gift cards from various reta
ilers (Fleet
Farm, Target, etc.)

The Perfect Gifts
Looking for that perfect gift for
the holidays? Consider making
a stop in our gift shop. We have
unique, one-of-a-kind ideas
for everyone on your list. In
addition, you’ll be supporting
local artists and Mosquito Hill.
Speaking of gifts, our holiday
gift tree is up again, with ideas
for gifts to the nature center
noted on the ornaments. Please
stop by as you’re planning your
end-of-the-year giving.

Volunteer
Voice

“You make a living by what you get, but
you make a life by what you give.”
– Winston Churchill

Pat Lund-Moe, Volunteer Coordinator
Please note NEW e-mail: volparks@outagamie.org

W

e have incredible volunteers. Every event
we host is a process of planning, preparing,
setting up and cleaning up afterwards. When

all is said and done, I look back with pride at how we work
as a team to make it all happen. Everyone has a special
area of expertise or comfort, and we try to channel those
energies into the most appropriate slots as we plan the
event. Some volunteers prefer to

outdoor playscape. If each of our volunteers would sell
six raffle tickets to friends and family, it would be an
incredible boost to our campaign. These tickets sell
quite easily, especially when people realize the funds
support our nature center. Think of the children of
friends and relatives you have purchased fundraiser
items from and see if they are willing to support a cause
near and dear to your heart. Tickets

be here before or after the crowds,

are ready and waiting for you to

while others want to be here during

pick up!

all the excitement. We need both
and are so grateful for the talents

We held an “All Memory Café”

our volunteers share.

Veteran’s
Memory

now is to offer their employees
profits. Some also match volunteer
time with a cash donation. We have

celebration

here

on November 11. The Fox Valley

The trend for some area employers
work time to volunteer at area non-

Day

Volunteer Barb Baumgartner and Pat
Lund-Moe meet with Jack Hanna before his
October 16 presentation.

been the beneficiary of this from Bemis, Kimberly-Clark
and Humana. It’s a great way for employers to support
local efforts, and for employees to have a day away from
the normal workplace and spend some time making a
difference for others. We are grateful for these gifts and
the people that bring them.

Project

oversees

the

Memory Cafés held in six different
locations in the Fox Valley, including
MHNC. This special event was open

to all participants and café volunteers. If you know of
anyone who is dealing with the early stages of memory
loss, Alzheimers or dementia, please encourage them
and their partners or caregivers to join us the second
Wednesday of each month from 1:30-3:00 for our
Memory Café. Our December café will be a holiday
party hosted at the Thompson Center in Appleton, so

Our Spring Fever Fundraiser raffle has begun. We are

we will resume the regular program at Mosquito Hill on

hoping to raise even more money this year as we move

January 13. Feel free to call with any questions.

into a campaign to update our displays and build an
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